
 

 

 

Responsible 

Pet Ownership  
 

 

Pets are great companions for many people 

and as pet owners we have a duty of care to 
look after their safety and wellbeing.  Dogs and 

cats are by far the most common pets.  If you 
wish to attract wildlife to your garden, you must 

protect them from being injured or killed by pets 
at night and during the day. 

  

Many wildlife species are active at night and so 

are vulnerable to attack. Physical contact is not 
the only means by which wildlife can be injured 

or killed; being chased can cause severe stress 
on wildlife and may lead to their death. 

 

Domestic cats can still be hunters even if kept 

well fed. Even though their human owners 
carefully meet their pet's requirements for food 

and shelter, instinctive hunting and chasing 
behaviour usually continues.  Sadly, the prey 

may be left uneaten or brought home. 

 

Fit your cat with a collar and bells so that 
potential prey is warned of the cat's approach. 

This has proved relatively successful with birds, 
but often frogs, lizards, and bandicoots, for 

example, are not so quick or lucky. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some things you can do to protect wildlife from 
domestic pets are:  

 

Ŀ Keep your cat and/or dog inside at night 

from dawn to dusk. You will also be 
ensuring their safety from roaming, being 

hit by cars, or fighting.  

Ŀ Fit your cat with a collar and at least two 
bells, preferably three. A bow of 

Christmas tinsel on the top of a cats collar 
also seems to work well.  

Ŀ If you do not plan to breed from your cat, 

consider having it desexed to reduce the 
risk of unwanted kittens.  

 

  

Sharing our gardens 
with wildlife 
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¶ aƛŎǊƻ ŎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛŦ ƛǘ 

ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ 

¶ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ ŘƻƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƎŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀǎŜ 

ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ 

¶ YŜŜǇ ǇŜǘǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ  CƻǊ 

ŘƻƎǎΣ ŀ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴϥǘ 

ŜǎŎŀǇŜΦ  

¶ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ 

ŀǎ ŀǧŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ όƻƊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊŀǇ 

ŘƻƻǊ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜύ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ 

ƻǊ ƳŀŘŜΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏŀǘκǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǝƳŜ 

ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 

ōƛǊŘǎΣ ŦǊƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛȊŀǊŘǎύ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 

ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǎΣ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘ

-Ǉƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΣ 

ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƛŎŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǇŜǘΦ  

 

Barung Landcare�¶s Gardens for Wildlife programme  

The Gardens for Wildlife program encourages and recognises wildlife-friendly gardens and environment-friendly practices in urban 

gardens. Your garden for wildlife can contribute to bringing nature home by welcoming wildlife to share your garden and by providing a 

healthy, weed-free environment for them. Establishing more native plants and other habitat in the garden is not only valuable in itself, it 

can also link to habitat nearby, providing safe corridors or �¶stepping stones�¶��along which animals can move from place to place.  

 

By becoming a �¶Gardens for Wildlife�¶��member and displaying the sign, you clearly demonstrate your support and commitment to  

protecting wildlife species and habitat.  

For further information: www.barunglandcare.org.au  -  info@barunglandcare.org.au  -   ph 07 5494 3151  

Happy Gardening for Wildlife 


