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Walkers Creek Revegetation
Project

No - it not complete devastation it's
actually the removal of weeds. The
area has been sown with Japanese Mil-
let and all we need is for just a little
rain !!! to cover up all that bare soil.

replant with local species. We
have managed to get some close up
aerial photos of all of Walkers
Creek so if you are interested in
doing anything on your land please

IN THIS
ISSUE

As many
people may
have read in
the Range
News we in-
tend to plant
a lot of trees
in this area.
Firstly, along
the creek
bank we
want to try
and set up a
demonstra-
tion site of
the vegeta-
tion which
would have
been there
originally.

Then up on

the top slope we want to put in a com-
mercial cabinet timber plot for future
generations. When the wet season
gets here we will start planting and
will need all the help we can get, so
keep an eye out in the Range News for
planting dates.

A further note on Walkers Creek is
that a few of our members from fur-
ther up the creek are looking at clear-
ing weeds from their properties to also

come in and check out the photos. 1
know that some of our members up
the creek have already started plant-
ing, so we would love to identify who
is doing what and at what stage they
are up to. Apparently Walkers Creek
is one of the most heavily polluted
in the area. Maybe we can now start
to have an effect on its Water Qual-
ity. For more information please ring
943151.

Nursery Now Open 5 days a week /

Tuesday - Saturday - Call in or phone on 943 151

Q Worm Turns

 Nouveau Bush
Tucker

d New Committee
Enterprise Notes

U Coxens Fig Par
rot

O Fruit Trees
L1 Morning Glory

0 Trapping Elliot

WE WELCOME ARTICLES FOR
THIS NEWSLETTER...
CLOSING DATE FOR
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
for the next issue is
FRIDAY 25th NOVEMBER
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Worm Turns

When the CSIRO did its monumental
soils research in Fraser Island’s sister
sandmass, Cooloola, during the late 70s
and early 80s, scientists were surprised
and excited to discover an astonishing
array of earthworms.

THE WORMS OF THE SAND
MASSES

The scientists were excited because all
but one of the species discovered were
new to science. Of the five genera, one
genus, (Pheretimoides) is endemic to
the sandmasses of south-east Queens-
land. One of the more spectacular spe-
cies, the deep-burrowing earthworm
(Digaster keastii), attains a length of
more than 80cm. Other earthworms
parallel the acid frog fauna in being
adapted to the low pH levels on local-
ized peaty habitats occurring in the
sandmasses.

The presence of earthworms in sand
podzols is in itself a most unusual phe-
nomenon, possibly unique. Scientists
suspect that many of the species found
at Cooloola are the product of localized
evolution and are characterised by very
limited distributions and small popula-
tion sizes. As such they may be endan-
gered even by small scale interference.

EARTHWORM INVADERS

With such impressive data the research-
ers had assumed that the earthworms of
the Great Sandy Region would be prop-
erly protected, particularly given the pro-
tected area status of Fraser Island and
Cooloola. No such luck! Even before
the Management Plan for the Great
Sandy Region has been finalised, the
DEH has opened the door to the pros-
pect of serious invasion by earthworms.
Elsewhere in Australia, native earth-
worms have been largely displaced in the
local environment by exotic earth-
worms from South America. For exam-
ple, one NMPWS researcher recently
searched the ground in the Eubanangee
Swamp and the Lake Eacham National
Parks to establish what earthworms were
there and was alarmed to discover that
the only earthworms to be found were
the fleshy garden type worms of the Ar-
gentinian, and Brazilian types. This is
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more alarming because both parks are
part of the Queensland Wet Tropics
World Heritage area. They now mo-
nopolise most Australian gardens. It
is alarming that they may have dis-
placed all indigenous earthworms in
at least two World Heritage national
parks.

Despite the thought that it would be
difficult for alien earthworms to reach
Fraser Island, it isn’t as hard as one
would think. While gravel for con-
struction and road bases have been
checked in some cases for the foot rot
fungus, Phytophthera cinnamoni,
there were no checks for earthworms
which may be hitchhiking into the
loads. Another obvious means of
hitchhiking is in pot-plants and garden
propagation material. Currently the
DEH has no policy nor controls on the
taking of plants in any form to Fraser
Island and already there have been
many introductions. On recent visits,
we have seen many introductions at
Dilli Billage and at the Thoorgine Edu-
cational and Cultural Centre. There is
also the risk of weed introductions
such as more “Singapore Daisies”.

SO MUCH COMPOST

The most alarming risk of introduc-
tions has arisen with the approval of a
new type of composting toilet to
Fraser Island which relies on European
earthworms to digest the faecal mate-
rial. The DEH gave approval for these
“Downmus” toilets to be established
on Fraser Island without a full under-
standing of the specialised nature of

the earthworm fauna of Fraser Is-
land, nor any idea of the impact
which a possible escape of these
earthworms into the natural envi-
ronment could pose.

FIDO is not satisfied with assur-
ances that the earthworms would
be sealed in containers and
(hopefully) have no chance to es-
cape into the environment. It is
too late to close the door when the
horse (or earthworm) has bolted. A
similar apprehension struck us
when we read a media report that
the ever posturing environmentally
friendly Kingfisher Resort was set-
ting up a worm farm to digest all
organic garbage generated at the re-
sort. If this “worm farm” had been
located on Fraser Island the results
would have been devastating. Mer-
cifully the worm farm is at the
Hervey Bay rubbish tip. Consider-
ing the DEH’s lack of appreciation
of the significance of Fraser Is-
land’s earthworms, their strong sup-
port for the Kingfisher Resort,
FIDO would not have been surprised
if they had also sanctioned a worm
farm on Fraser Island.

nO MmORE pOTS
PLEASE

The Nursery has been over-
whelmed by pots - thanks to all
who kindly donated them. How-
ever-whatweredly neednow are
fubes. Overwhelm us!

QUEENSCO-UNITY

We Care... About Landcate
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Threatened Species of Maleny &
Environs:Coxen's Fig Parrot

In an earlier issue of the Barung
newsletter, the critically endan-
gered Mary River Cod was fea-
tured. Another species endemic to
this area that has been listed as
“critically endangered” (in 1992)

So what is this elusive bird? It is a
small, plump, inconspicuous, green
parrot with a very short tail. It de-
pends for its food on fruiting na-
tive trees in sub-tropical rainforest,
particularly Moreton Bay Figs.

is Coxen’s Fig Parrot (Cyclopsitta
coxeni). This status is assigned to
species of plants or animals for
which it has been estimated that
there is a fifty percent chance that
they will disappear from the wild
within the next five years.

We know that the cod is still with
us - recent sightings confirm that
it is still found in some of the
cleaner and less biologically dis-
turbed tributaries of the Mary, but
it may already be too late for the
fig parrot. An intensive search in
south-east Queensland and north-
ern New South Wales for the last
12 months has failed to produce
one positive sighting. The search
goes on.

Once, Coxen’s Fig Parrot was nu-
merous in such forests between the
Mary and Richmond Rivers but its
numbers have declined over the
years as sub-tropical lowland rain-
forest in this region has been
cleared for agriculture and urban
development. Now, the fig parrot
is all but extinct.

An intensive search is on and mem-
bers of the public have been asked
to co-operate. Coxen’s Fig Parrots
feed in fruiting figs in small patches
of rainforest. They do not like to
fly in the open, so single isolated
trees near houses or in the middle
of paddocks are not likely to at-
tract them. A group of fig parrots
will spend a couple of days in one

tree before flying on to another.
They are very inconspicuous, be-
ing about the same shape, size and
colour as a Moreton Bay Fig leaf.
They even have a cunning yellow
stripe down the edge of the wing
which resembles the yellow mid-
vein of the fig leaf. The bird is best
detected by its soft “tsst-tsst” call
or by the noise of falling particles
of discarded fruit.

If you are interested in finding out
more about this bird and the search
for it, drop into the Threatened
Species Network office at the
Barung Landcare centre and pick
up a brochure.

TEMPORARY
PART-TIME CO-
ORDINATOR

Barung Landcare require a part
time co-ordinator. This is a 6-12
month position, 3 days a week. Ap-
plicants must be prepared to at-
tend 2-3 night meetings per month.

“Applicants must have land manage-

ment experience or qualifications
and good organisational and com-
munication skills.

Please apply in writing with your
CV, to:

BARUNG LANDCARE

17 Bicentenary Lane
Maleny 4552
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Rightmix

AUSTRALIAN

NETWORK FOR Concrete P/L
PLANT CONSERVA_ (Formerly Rea Sand & Gravel)
TION Premixed concrete

Washed Mary River
Australias’s disappeciing plants Sand & Screenings,
Landscaping Rocks.
Since 1770, nearly 100 species of Py -
Australian plants have become
extinctand amost 1000 are con-
sidered to be in danger of extinc-

_ﬁif Loader, Truck.

tion. Membersinclude botanic garders, in- papegtt & Excavator
Only about half of Australia’s dmyaﬁrm@mm e '“‘ hire,
threatened planfspeciesarepro-  fions, scientist and concemed indi- '
tected in national parks or re-  yiduals from Australia and the sur- Moaleny-Kenilworth Rd.,
servesandless than 15% ofthese  roundingregion. Conondole
are adequately profected. Ph. [074) 944 788

. The ANPC welcomes you as a A/h (074) 428 013
We’re working hard to save  memberand supporter. The Net- Anenvironmentally
plants from destruction work relies on contributions to en- responsiole company.

. able it to coordinate efforts to save
Austrdlian plants are threafened  Australia’s threatened plants.

by ourincreasing need for space Thursday Volunteers!
an naturalresources. The Aus-  For more information Barung now has a fabulous group
tralian Network for Plant Conser-  Contact the Australian Network | of Tuesday volunteers - but we'd
vation (ANPC) has establishedan  ¢or Plant Conservation love to see some Thursday people -
Australio-wide endangeredflora gpO Box 1777 come along and join the fun -
collection atbotanic gCIrdens and Canberra potting, weeding, talking...
otherplaces. Thiswillenablere-  AcT 2601

searcherstostudy the ecological  phone (06) 2509509 ‘

and horficulturalrequirementsof  fax (06() 2)509523 DATE CLAIMERS: _
endangered planisand toincrease 18 Oct (Mon]: Barung Enterprise
their numbers. - MALENY & DISTRICT Arm meeting. 8pm at Barung.

W GOMMUNhThY W 20 Oct (Thur): "Sustainable Use
The ANPC promotes plant conser- | LY (Siad =00 0]\ [(e) P | 8nd Management of Queens-

! ! -y LIMITED land's Natural Resources".
vation and organises training Nambour Civic Centre, 9.30am.
workshops. Ourregular newslet- , 28 Maple Street, Maleny RSVP required.
ter Danthonia publishes informa- Qusensiand 2552 23 Oct (Sun): Waterwatch
fiononthemanagementofendan- Launch, Maroochy Sailing Club.
geredpiants. Are you looking for financially RSVP by 17th Oct.

24 Oct - 26 Oct: Co-ordinators’
training Workshop, Noosa
Heads.

31 Oct (Mon): Closing date for

_ sound investments that are also
- socially and enviromentally
= responsible?

The ANPC also encourages horti-

culturists, botanists and land man-
9 ot TOC: u:C OT:‘: :C:I :l:. applications; temporary Co-

eraieinresearching the écologk |, Maleny and District Community ordinator’s position.

Credit Union is committed to acting in 1 Nov (Tue}: S.EE.D.S. afternoon
threatened plants, andfo contibute at Barung Landcare Centre,

ways which are:

mnmfog menagement ® soctally just :;.:IB\I?:BTMon]' Maroochy

soeces. . environn'?enta[ly responsible ' Landcare AGM. 7.30pm at the
We want fo hear from you ) ;mf:;::;tilzo e focel communtty gr;\?:; ?uﬁréamng Committee
The ANPC isadvisedinifsconser- | © ::if‘: :;i:f“ef e e et st Bt oo
vation activities by experts from Landcare visit.

science, business and community
groups.

19 Nov: (alil day!): Bush tucker
tasting/working bee at Barung.
23 Nov (Wed): 15t PMP work-
shop

“Local by name...
Co-operative by nature”

RING Now

4 for our very competitive rates
Ph:074.942144 Fax:074.943363
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PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT
PLANNING
WORKSHOP

Well, we are finally getting round to
running another Property Manage-
ment Planning Workshop. This one
will be a little bit different to the
usual with the focus being on soil,
water, vegetation and wildlife. We
will hold a series of workshops prob-
ably 3 or 4 along these lines. We
are very interested in hearing from
anybody who is interested in attend-
ing this series of workshops. The first
will be on the 23/11/94
and the second is sched-
uled for the 15/12/94. It
would be preferable for
the properties involved
to be larger than 20
acres. The aim is to try
and have a group of simi-
lar sized properties
working on similar
things. The group will
decide where we wish to
go with the workshops
after the initial introduc-
tion covering the four
broad topics above. Af-
ter we have finished this
series there is every pos-
sibility that we will hold

similar workshops for
smaller properties or a group with a

different area of interest. Please let
us know what you are interested in to
allow us to design the next series of
workshops.  As for this series we
need people to contact us as soon as
possible so we can order rhaps for the
mapping component.

FAX MACHINE

Lexy hurriedly sent off an application
to Landcare a couple of weeks ago
to try and get one of the four faxes
and photocopiers available from
Xerox for Landcare Groups. Great
news we got it. So, now as far as the
office goes we are very well set up
after finally taking delivery of our
Gaming Grants Funded photocopier
about a month ago no more excuses.

And that one
talent...

Have you ‘retired’ your business acu-
men, skills or experience? If you have
- Barung needs you. Currently, we
need advice on

BUILDING A BUSH HOUSE
A MIST BED

AND WE NEED A
FINANCIAL CONSULTANT.

If you’ve got a talent you’re hiding
under a native, bring it out.

73'_--zlk Bush

This is a*small tree orsf shrub which ma;kes an ideal
rainforest understory. Tt is an attractive and rare plant
with lightly scented white flowers and bright red
fruit. Despite its rather uninspiring name, the Milk
Bushisa beauuful acfdmon to your rainforest or

Now a Word from
Our Sponsor(s)

Without the support of our
sponsors, this newsletter would
probably not come out. Their
advertising in each issue covers
the costs of production and dis-
tribution and, in a sense, con-
firms the community’s support
of their Landcare Group.

The Maleny Community
Credit Co-operative supports
many worthwhile community
initiatives. Their continued
backing has been one of the
many small but vital supports
which have kept us viable.

AONTH:

MORNING GLORY
INFESTATIONS -

MAROOCHY SHIRE
HINTERLAND

Couril, inassociatinwith the Lard
Protection Branch, Department of
of Moming Glary weed infestations
Mrh of this area is difficult toac-
oess far treatrent/eradication pur-
poses ard the best means of chami-
cal antrol of this weed needs to be
Clarified.

The Lands Department has proposed
a co-ardirated trial axtrol of a se-
lected aren of seed infestation. The
Barung and Maroochy Shire Land
Care Grops will alsobe
irsited to perticipate in
areviawof this trial.
Your co-operation is
soxght to allow treat-
ment persamel to gain
access to or undertake
treatments adjacent to
your property. All ap-
proriate safety preca-
tias will be uxertaken
toprevat ay i1l affect
to adjacent lard, crops
or residaces.
Should you wish to dis-
ass this irther arteve
ary concerns on this
matter, please do rot hesitate to an-
tact Mr Bruce Main of the Lands De-
partment oan 018 708 185.

If you’ve never been into the
credit union it’s worth a visit -
if only to check out the latest
art & craft exhibition and the
perennially cheerful faces which
seem to fill the small office.

AND THANK YOU...

In line with its stated objective
of ‘returning something to the
community’, the Credit Union
recently made a $500 donation
to Barung. This donation
couldn’t have come at a better
time. Simon Proctor also made
a very generous donation of
$450 - Thank you.
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Catching
Elliot

(and other small,furry
animals)

Barung is looking for interested peo-
ple who would like to buy an Elliot
Trap. What's an Elliot trap? It's actu-
ally a live rat trap which allows you
to relocate the Native Marsupial
Mouse (Antechinus)

It is very easy to distinguish between
native and non native just by smelling
the trap - rats stink, Antechinus don’t.
Antechinus are actually wonderful lit-
tle carnivores ( not the ones who eat
out of your fruit bowl -Antechinus
actually eat cockroaches!). The only
problem is they ledve runny little re-
minders everywhere which do stain.
We are buying a bulk order of these
wonderful traps for purchase by our
members - but, we'll only buy them
in lots of 20 so we need orders be-
fore we buy. Please ring if you would
like one to solve your antechinuc/rat
problems

ABSOLUTELY ROCK

BOTTOM MEMBER'S PRICE -

JUST $26.

Your New
Committee

DENISE IRONS

Denise has been working with
Barung since it started. She's in-
terested in all aspects of Landcare
but has particular skill in
propogation of rare and endan-
gered plants and the protection
of native animals. Denise would
particularly like feedback from
members on the establishment of
wildlife corridors.

SAMMY RINGER

Sammy has been a television and
radio writer for more years than
she'll admit. She's still learning the
names of many of our plants and
animals but for now she's de-
lighted to be involved with the
enterprise arm of Barung. She
would be thrilled to hear from
members with ideas for Landcare
style publications.

The BUSHMAN'S WAREHOUSE "

Ph: 943 622 Fax: 943 305 /|

MALENY VETERINARY S

FOR ALL FARM & GARDEN
SUPPLIES & REMEDIES
ANIMAL, VEGETABLE & MINERAL

< SADDLERY
< LEATHER WORKING TOOLS
< THOMAS COOK CLOTHING

30 Maple Street
MALENY 4552

uPPLIERS PTv. LD,

ALSO
< HATS & BELTS

Survey and

Services
62 Maple St, Maleny 943 800

Development

EVENTS

Weeds & B-B-Q's

From 9 am on November 19th,
Barung will be playing host to a table
full of local weeds. Got a weed you're
not sure about? Got some ‘foreign-
ers’ popping up in odd places? Come
along and have a chat with Lexy and
Denise, who will be ‘weeding’ all day.
Bring a sausage or a steak and pop it
on the B-B-Q - we'll supply the salad.

Nouveau Bush Tucker
Tasting

On this same Saturday, we'll be
putting on a ‘nouveau bush tucker
tasting courtesy of Michelle Wracrow
and Joseph Zender. who will be on
hand to talk about this distinctly Aus-
tralian range of foods, how you can
cook with them, find them in the wild
or grow them in your own backyard.

The tasting will start at 4 pm. Bring a
bottle of wine (make it Australian!).

The Best Bit

The bush tucker and weeds are really
just an incentive to get you along for
the real highlight of the day - a work-
ing bee to spruce up the nursery area
atBarung.

With the planting season almost upon
us, we need to sort, weed, rack and
generally get the nursery back into
order after a hard winter and a dry
spring.

Bring a cap and gloves if you like -
the work’s not hard and we can prom-
ise you good company.

SAFTURDAY
NOVEMBER 19th AT
BARUNG

Followed by a...

FAREWELL OUR
CO-ORDINATOR PARTY!!

a farewell party for Lexy - at
Barung this Saturday night.

BYO and something for the
Barby.
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Fruit Trees

If you want them, we'll get them in.
Barung has found a very good fruit
tree wholesaler and if we get twenty
orders or more, we'll bring the trees
in.

Labels for the trees will be displayed
at the office, so you can come in and
make a choice from these.. There are
special discounts for orders of 10
or more. These trees will be good
healthy specimans so why not place
an order by phone.

Ring today on 943 151.

NEW MEMBERS:

Welcome to: .

Spencer and Karen Shaw

Elaine Green

Julian Drieberg

John Pedrazzini

Jill Morris and Richard Dent
Vivienne Coleman

Suzanne Ingram and Bo Williams
F. Lang and J. Michaels

THE PUMP HOUSE

| TR,
- Var
=%\
IRRIGATION \ ? SPECIALISTS
IRRIGATION DESIGNERS & SALES
SUPPLIERS OF
Manure Disposal
Dairy Washdown Pumps
Travelling Irrigators
Househeold Pumps @ Pasture Irrigation
Esi-Shift Irrigation @ Garden {rrigation
Bore Pumps @ Dam Pumes
PUC Mainline & Fittings
ON SITE SERVICE - FREE QUOTES
WORKSHOP FACILITIES
LARGE RANGE OF STOCK

37 Coral St., Maleny
Ph: 94 3255

23 Matthew St., Nambour

Ph: 41 4644

Graham & Dallas Not
J.F. Outridge

Lorraine Stocker

K& H Simpson

Kate & Paul Durham

MALENY DRILLING

Div. Blue Water Bores

IMPROVED WATER BORE
CONSTRUCTION

Ph. Ron Boxsell - 942 167
or Paul & Shirley Markwell - 459 370

We support Landcare

Thanks to
you...

The new committee would like
to extend its thanks to the outgo-
ing members. Volunteer time and
effort is something which seems
to flourish in Maleny but even by
these standards, the energy and
enthusiasm of these members has
done Barung proud.

Thank you.

The New
Committee

Atthis year’s AGM, sixteen
nominations were accepted for
the 8 committee member posi-
tions. The following were elected:
Lexy Forbes
Jan Tilden
Denise Irons
Anne-Marie
John Rea
Sammy Ringer
Kathy Zaiko
David Fraser
At the first meeting of this new
committee, the following were
voted office holders:
President  Jan Tilden
Vice Pres.  Anne-Marie Watt
Treasurer Lisa Wood
Secretary  Kathy Zaiko
As before, there will be a number
of subcommittees:

Rural

Enterprise Arm
Member support on these sub-
committees is crucial so if there’s
an area you feel you could con-
tribute to - do!

_ Rural Sub-

Committee
Birbeck/Bryce Visit

16th Nov.

In July, Otto Binder addressed a
well attended meeting to discuss the
formation of a local Australian
Forest Growers Co-op. There was a
high degree of interest shown in
this meeting and it appears that such
a group will get off the ground. If
you're interested in this, please call
Barung - 943 151.

John Birbeck & Ian Bryce will be
coming to November 16th meeting
of the sub-committee. The
committtee want to discuss the
existing tree preservation and any
changes which are being proposed.
Everyone is welcome to come to
this meeting.

Barung has put a proposal to
council which will link the parks in
the area (the esplanade behind the
Enterprise Centre - through the
showgrounds and back up through
the park behind Barung). Progress
on this has been slow.
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NURSERY

17 Bicentenary Lane, Maleny
(behind the Rainforest Plaza)

Working for our future

Tubes - $1.50 6" pots - $3.50
Tubes (over 200) $1.00 each 8" pots - $5.50
Bunyas welcome.

OPEN TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9am to 5pm. Saturday 9am-12pm

Callin or phone us on 943 151

17 Bicentenary Lane
Mdaleny, QId 4552

BARUNG LANDCARE

Management Committee
President - Jan Tilden

Vice Pres. - Annemarie Watt
Coordinator - Lexy Forbes
Secretary - Kathy Zaiko
Treasurer - Lisa Wood
Committee Members -

Denise Irons (plants), David
Fraser (Rural and Enterprise
Arm); Sammy Ringer (Newslet-
ter & Enterprise Arm) and John
Rea (Mary River Catchment)
Advisors - Ashley Sewell, Sam
Brown



