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President’s Annual Report 2018

Ian McMaster

This is my first annual report as President, and I am pleased to report that the 
fundamentals of our organisation remain sound - stable membership numbers, 
a sound financial position due to our growing environmental contracting arms, 
continued supply to our community of quality locally sourced native plants, and 
an unchanging commitment to improved environmental outcomes. These factors 
are fundamental, and without them our Association would decline. However we 
are not here just to sustain a viable Landcare Association. We want to help make 
a positive improvement to the health of our local natural ecosystems. One of our 
big challenges over the next year is to find new ways to meet that challenge, in 
the face of all the development pressures that come with growing population and 
infrastructure. 

Financial Results:

Alan Harrington will cover the financials in detail in the Treasurer’s report, however I did want to note that 
despite the usual ups and downs of most contracting businesses, we have managed to sustain a cash 
surplus of over $100 000 , which not only gives us certainty about our ability to keep funding our education 
program, but will be a crucial component of funding for the Precinct Development, on which I will comment 
later. 

Strategy and Staffing:  
This time last year, the Management Committee took a serious look at our strategic risks. We were 
concerned that 85% of our income came from two key customers, Sunshine Coast and Moreton Bay 
Regional Councils, and we felt that we could better manage risk if we had a more diverse customer base.  
We were also aware that the Councils were continuing to expect contractors to be accredited to ISO 
Standards, and we had made little progress in this area. And thirdly, we knew that we had a major project 
looming as a result of the proposed Precinct Development. We decided to appoint Luke McWilliam as 
Business Development Manager, without the day to day operational responsibilities for NAS, so real progress 
could be made. 

Unfortunately the restructure was not as successful as we had hoped, and we eventually agreed to part 
company with Luke mid year. We have made use of an external consultant to progress ISO Accreditation, and 
Kate Seehuusen, our new Natural Area Services Manager, has agreed to take responsibility for diversifying 
the customer base. We do not yet have a ready-made solution for managing the Precinct Development, but 
the delays in this process have made an appointment less urgent. 

I would like to thank all our staff, but particularly Kate and Cam, for bearing with us and taking on an 
additional load while we were trying to resolve the structural issues. 

Volunteers at the Barung Maleny Wood Expo Landcare BBQ

Maleny Wood Expo:

The Wood Expo was once again a roaring success, 
with over 10 000 visitors attending over the three 
days of the May long weekend. Were it not for the 
wet weather on the Monday, we anticipate that we 
would have broken last year’s record attendance.  
A number of people, including several exhibitors, 
commented to me that rather than attend the 
similar Expo in Brisbane, they will in future only 
come to Maleny, “because it is less commercial, 
and has a real family and community atmosphere” 
that makes it a pleasure to attend. I think there 
are several factors that make this a really special 
event. One is the fact that the whole town takes 
this Expo on as its festival. Another is the children’s 
program, that makes it such an enjoyable event 
for them. But the biggest factor in my view is 
the number of helpful and happy volunteers that 
contribute to its success. Thanks very much to 
all of you who donated your time and energy so 
generously.
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Precinct Project: 

As previously advised, in April last year we signed an “Agreement to Lease” with SCRC which set out terms for our 
formal lease of the Precinct site, and by the end of the year, had largely completed the required business plan for the 
site, pending final resolution of the boundaries, and the term of our lease at Landsborough. It is indeed frustrating 
that nearly a year down the track, the boundary issues have still not been resolved; and while Council agreed back 
in February to renew our Landsborough lease for a decade, we have only just received a draft Lease Agreement. 
However we have this week received draft leases for both the Precinct and Landsborough, and with goodwill on both 
sides, and no further delays, we look forward to be able to relocate the Porter’s Lane nursery to the new site during 
the course of the next year.   

On the design front, our architect Tim Guymer has continued to work with our staff to refine and improve the initial 
design. We are funded and prepared to commence earthworks and relocate the nursery as soon as the lease is 
signed. We are planning to launch the fundraising appeal to construct the Education Centre in March, with the strong 
expectation that the Precinct Lease will be signed by that time.

Now it is time for me to offer some thanks. As always in a voluntary society, it is those people who do the 
volunteering who make the difference. I would like to thank the members of the Management Committee, and 
particularly our Secretary Elaine Ricketts, who is not standing for re-election. Elaine has done an amazing job 
trying to keep us in line and on track. There are many other enthusiastic people with great skills and capacity for 
hard work, who ensure that the Barung keeps working for its members. Let me thank all of you for your outstanding 
contributions to making Barung the outstanding organisation that it is. 
 

Ian McMaster - President

Barung Landcare site on the Maleny Community Precinct and draft plans
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Treasurer’s Report 
Alan Harrington

The 2018 year has resulted in a sound surplus that will facilitate 
all of our activities, particularly as we move onto the Precinct and 
we continue to expand and develop our very important community 
awareness and education role.

 During the year we invested over $150,000 in improving and 
upgrading our logistic assets so that our activities can be expanded 
and carried out more efficiently.  The capital investment ranged from 
vehicles, IT, a new seed refrigerator, solar pumps and refurbishment 
of the offices and storage rooms at the Landsborough production 
nursery.

A decision was made during the year to seek ISO certification which, once achieved, will ensure that 
Barung has the highest working standards.  This covers quality management standards, environmental 
management standards and health & safety management standards. 

The management committee also carried out a 

structural review of our operations and, in respect of 
the nurseries and BNAS, is now complete.

I would particularly like to thank the help I have 
received during the year and particularly from office 
staff Den Lalor and Theresa Bint.  I would also like 
to thank Nurseries manager Cam Burton and BNAS 
manager Kate Seehuusen for their contributions 
and help as well as Wood Expo coordinator Steve 
McLeish.  My thanks go to my fellow committee 

members for their insights and positive 
contribution to Barung’s wellbeing. Alan’s ancient Maleny Wood Expo abacus  

and cash ledger has clearly absorbed much blood sweat and tears 
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Barung Landcare is a significant employer with 63 people 
employed in 2017-18. The workforce is highly skilled, 
particularly in the areas of natural resource management, 
business and ecology. Here’s a list of the qualifications held 
by Barung staff.

Barung Staff 2017  
Skills and Qualifications

QUALIFICATION Number of Staff 
with Qualification

CDC Commercial Operators Licence 22

Chainsaw Level 1 20

HLTAID003 Provide first aid 20

Construction Safety White Card 19
HLTAID001 Provide cardiopulmonary resuscitation 19
HLTAID002 Provide basic emergency life support 15
HLTFA311A Apply first aid 13
Chainsaw Level 2 12
CERT III in Conservation and Land Management 7

CERT III Horticulture 6

Cert I Conservation & Land Management 5
CERT IV Training and Education 5
Bachelor Environmental Science 3

Blue Card working with Children 3

Cert II Conservation & Land Management 2

CERT II in Horticulture 2

CERT IV Small Business 2

DIPLOMA Business 2

DIPLOMA in Conservation and Land Management 2

Fire Control Level 1 2

Fire Control Level 2 2

Licence to Perform High Risk Work 2

Bachelor Environmental Science 2

Advanced Cert in Pastoral Zone Management 1
Bachelor of Applied Science (Horticultural  technology) 1
Bachelor of Arts 1
Bachelor of Coastal Studies 1
Bachelor of Land Management (Ecological Agriculture) 1
Bachelor of Media Arts 1
Bachelor of Science (Zoology) 1
Bat Rescue Permit 1
Bushfire Planning and Design Accreditation Scheme - Accredited 1
CERT III Solid Plastering 1
CERT III Tour Guiding 1
CERT III Wall and Floor Tiling 1
CERT IV Business 1
CERT IV Horticulture 1
Cert IV Project Management 1
Certificate Engineering/Construction 1
DIPLOMA in Applied Science 1
DIPLOMA of Graphic Design 1
Graduate Certificate in Environmental Management 1
Graduate Certificate in Sustainability 1
Master of Scientific Studies (Botany) 1
Operate a Pole Saw 1
Safe Food Handling 1
Work Zone Traffic Management 1
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Barung Project Co-ordination

Jonathan Waites 

Barung ran 12 workshops this year which attracted over 300 participants.  Six of these were part of the Getting to know 

our place project which covered a range of topics aimed at enhancing participants’ appreciation of our local fauna and 
flora.  We have completed the two on-ground projects we began last year which facilitated the opportunity to work with five 
landholders and support their land restoration efforts.

Funding

This financial year Barung began another three-year round of its Environment Levy Part-

nership Funding Program (ELP): Community Landcare in Action agreement with Sun-

shine Coast Council.  We were grateful to receive a small increase in the funding amount 
from this heavily subscribed program; it will run through to 2020.  The funding is available 
for community groups to help offset their operational expenses and provides a way for 
council to ‘work in partnership with the community to achieve council’s priorities’. 

ELP grant funding has been of enormous benefit in offsetting some of the costs associated with our advocacy work.  It 
supports salaries for extension, management and administration officers as well as office rental costs.  Directly and indi-
rectly it assists us to provide information (e.g., plant selection guides), run events (e.g., Maleny Wood Expo), hold talks 
(e.g., Fungi: Superheroes of our future), community support (e.g., the Bunya Dreaming Festival) and the dissemination of 
written information (e.g., the quarterly Barung Newsletter).  Funding which supports these types of activities is rare and 
extremely important in providing Barung with the capacity to further its objectives.

We also completed our Community Sustainability Action Grant: Growing 

the plants for the range with funding provided by the Queensland 
Government’s Community Sustainability Action Grant Program, delivered 
through the Department of Environment and Heritage.  The program 
provided us with funding to purchase and install an in-ground 32,000L tank 
in which to collect run-off from the Landsborough nursery hard surfaces.  
Additionally, we were also able to purchase two solar powered water 
pumps; one to recycle the water collected in the new tank for treatment and 
re-use it to water plants in the nursery, and the other to replace the petrol-
powered pump used to supply water to the nursery from the dam.  

The ability to capture and reuse irrigation water (and storm water 
during rainfall events), to move both it and the water from the dam with 
pumps powered by the sun rather than fuel derived from fossil sources, 
has significantly enhanced the sustainability of our nursery enterprise at 
Landsborough.

Projects

Barung has completed two devolved grant projects this year funded by Healthy Land and Water, and a project funded by 
Burnett Mary Regional Group to run six workshops and a treeplant at Mapleton State School.

We recently completed the Blackall Range Rainforest Recovery project which was 
supported by Healthy Land and Water, through funding from the Australian government.  
The project focussed on improving the integrity and connectivity of Lowland subtropi-

cal rainforest through a program of weed 
control and revegetation on two strategi-
cally situated properties: one in Pumices-

tone Passage catchment and the other in Mooloolah River catchment.  

To begin with, a habitat assessment was carried out and the landholders 
were taken through a property planning exercise which supported their 
identifying threatening processes on their properties, prioritising areas 
needing attention and clarifying their short, medium and long-term objec-

tives.  Photopoints were set up to monitor progress as the project unfolded 
and record results into the future.  Three hectares of weed control work to 
enhance natural regeneration (which included species such as Camphor 
laurel (Cinnamomum camphora), Blue morning glory (Ipomoea indica), 
Large-leaved privet (Ligustrum lucidum) and Palm grass (Setaria palmifolia) 
has been carried out, as well as revegetation (planting over 1,800 trees). 
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Funded work carried out by Barung Natural Area Services has been complemented by landholder in-kind support 
which included Sunshine Coast Council Landholder Environment Grants and Land for Wildlife Seed Grants.  Work 
on these properties will strengthen the bioregional corridor linking Mt Mellum with the Mooloolah Valley and the 
Stanley River, an identified strategic landscape linkage, enhancing Richmond birdwing butterfly (Ornithoptera rich-

mondia) and Glossy black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami) habitat.  The Conservation status of both species is 
listed as Vulnerable in Queensland. 

The project culminated in a rainforest restoration and weed 
management Field Trip to both properties incorporating 
walks over the project areas with discussions focussing 
on the ‘how’, ‘why’, ‘what’ and ‘when’ questions about the 
project, led by the landholders and rainforest ecologist Greg 
Smyrell.  One of the properties was also featured on a tour 
held as part of the recent National Landcare Conference.  

Thanks to Greg Smyrell for his involvement in the project and 
leading the Conference walk, and thanks to the landholders, 
Zoe Yu and Kate Prentice/Steve Parish, for allowing us to 
contribute to the restoration work on their properties.  Thanks 
also to Susie Chapman, Coastal Catchments Northern Area 
Manager/Regional Landcare Facilitator at Healthy Land and 
Water.  

The second project, Enhancing Lowland Subtropical Rainforest Communities: Barung Landcare has also 

been supported by Healthy Land and Water, through funding from the Australian government.  It also focussed on 
strengthening lowland subtropical rainforest, in this case on three properties in the Stanley River catchment in the 
Peachester area.  The project funded Barung Natural Area Services to carry out strategic weed control over 2.5ha 
to encourage natural regeneration, as well as planting 600 tubestock over 0.1ha.  Work carried out on one property 
will enhance the vegetation integrity between it and London Creek Environmental Reserve.  On another property the 
focus was on controlling a patch of Blue taro (Xanthosoma violaceum), along with some Lantana (Lantana camara) 
and Mickey mouse plant (Ochna seruluta).  Ongoing maintenance will be the responsibility of the landholders.

Thanks to the landholders involved and to Bruce Lord, Northern Area Manager 
Rural Catchments/Regional Landcare Facilitator at Healthy Land and Water.

The Getting to know our place project funded by Burnett Mary Regional Group 
with funding through the Australian government’s National Landcare Program 
consisted of six workshops and a tree plant.  
 

The first, Australian Native Bees, was a day-long workshop run by Dr Tim Heard 
from Brisbane.  Tim presented to an enthusiastic audience covering all aspects of 

stingless bee management from choice and building of hives, stocking hives, splitting hives, harvesting honey and 
consuming with ice-cream!  This was followed by a timely presentation leading up to the bushfire season by repre-

sentatives from our local brigade who ran a Prepare Act Survive workshop which reinforced the need to prepare a 
bushfire survival plan well before the event.   
Ticks: Our pets and us was very popular and topical given the increasing awareness and incidence of anaphylac-

tic reactions to tick bites and mammalian meat allergy in our community.  It was presented by local veterinarian Dr 
Leigh Findlay and Dr Ted Chamberlain, Senior Medical Superintendent Maleny Soldier’s Memorial Hospital.  Native 

Seed Collection & Propagation was held at the Production Nursery at Landsborough where we had the benefit of 
Wayne Webb’s knowledge and experience (this very popular workshop was also held last year) and included a seed 
collection walk.  This was followed by An Introduc-

tion to Natural Landscapes with Greg Smyrell.  

This workshop was, rightly, held in the newly built 
theatrette at Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve 
and included a short walk into the reserve led by 
Greg following his presentation.  (Due to popular 
demand this workshop was repeated the following 
week).  We finished up this series with 50 Shades 

of Green: Garden design with rainforest species led 

by renowned landscape architect Lawrie Smith AM.  
This full-day workshop gave participants the opportu-

nity to work on their own designs, applying the theory 
with individual coaching from Lawrie.



9

 

Gardens for Wildlife (GfW) is a ‘condensed’ version of Land for Wildlife.  
It aims to support urban and peri-urban landholders who may not qualify 
for Land for Wildlife but never the less aspire to provide habitat for wild-

life in their backyards and contribute to habitat connection across the 
landscape.  Since its inception in 2014 there are now 264 GfW members 
of which 195 are also Barung members.

Thanks are due to Joan Dillon who, again this year, has kept an eye 
on our ‘front garden’ project, weeding, pruning and replacing plants as 
required.  The appearance of the slime mould Fuligo septica on the wood 

chip over the last couple of months has delighted our resident ‘Fungi 
Master’ Theresa, who has been keenly monitoring its antics.  

After the recent downpour the 
garden is simply blooming!

We also organised and implemented a tree plant at Mapleton 
State School.  All the students were involved in planting the 350 
tubestock into an area which built on a previous riparian plant-
ing, connecting it to another older planting along the edge of 
the school oval.  It was very rewarding to see the interest and 
enthusiasm exhibited by the students along with their willingness 

to be involved in both planting and responding in the introductory 
discussion about the value of revegetation to their environment.  
Thanks to BNAS for prepping the site initially and particularly to 
our Skilling Queenslanders for Work participants for their caring 
assistance to the children planting on the day.

Native bee hive being installed at Maleny State School

The 2018 Barung Landcare Bursary was this year awarded to Bachelor of 

Science student, Jasmin Petersen who is majoring in sustainability, biology 
and animal ecology with an interest in ecosystem change and adaptation.  
This $1,000 bursary is awarded to a University of Sunshine Coast student 
enrolled in the Sustainability major or minor, who demonstrates passion and 
leadership, and an interest in pursuing future research or projects in sustain-

able socio-ecological systems.

The Barung Landcare Peter Oliver Memorial Bursary inaugural recipient 
was Esmi Doonan.  This is the first year of a three-year commitment to provide 
a $500 bursary to a student of Maleny State High School who demonstrates 
passion and leadership, and an interest in pursuing future studies or projects 
in the field of environment and sustainability.
 

Other bits…

Following a request for help from Maleny State School, 
Barung was delighted to source and donate a native sting-

less bee hive stocked with 20,000 of the little critters (give 
or take a few) to their Garden Club.  Dean Bryant from 
Brymac Native Bees at Peachester arrived and installed 
the hive in the garden while introducing the students to the 
habits and requirements of sugarbag bees (Tetragonula 

carbonaria) necessary to ensure they survive and thrive 
in their new home.
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Barung Natural Area Services
Kate Seehuusen

This has been an incredibly exciting year for BNAS! 

One of our goals for the year was gaining ISO accreditation for 
three Australian Standards; Quality, Environment and Health and 
Safety.  ISO accreditation is a highly regarded quality for many of 
our clients.  As well as improving our work procedures and practices, 
accreditation to these Standards will help in securing ongoing work 
for BNAS.  It has been a large undertaking involving every part of 
Barung: we hope to gain the accreditation at the beginning of the 
year. 

But what can I say…..it’s all about the staff! Where would we be without 
them? Firstly we welcomed Danielle Steele to our team as the Environmental 
Administration Assistant and without her passion (and ability to do anything 
I ask) we wouldn’t be where we are today. Dave Luhrman has stepped 
in to our Operational Co-ordinator role and is crucial in keeping our daily 
operations running smoothly and our projects completed to a high standard. 
Our supervisors are the whip-crackers of the group, ensuring our on-ground 
works are delivered effectively and on time and our skilled, hardworking 
ground crew each bring knowledge and expertise across multiple levels to 
help us achieve great environmental outcomes. 

Our natural areas projects saw us plant approximately 35 000 plants across 
the Moreton Bay and Sunshine Coast regions. We have also worked on 
some spectacular private properties this year and it’s always great to hear 
their stories and share their passion.

Partners we have worked with this year

Major projects for the year included:

• Sunshine Coast Council - 
Hinterland Central Contract (highlights 
- Maleny Community Precinct and 
Southern Wetland)
• Moreton Bay Regional Council – 
Bribie Island Section (highlight – Red 
Beach)
• Moreton Bay Regional Council 
–Burpengary Creek Bank Rehabilitation 
and Revegetation Project 
• Moreton Bay Regional Council - 
Petrie Mill Natural Area Maintenance

• Lake Baroon Catchment Care 
Group - Baroon Pocket Dam Landslide 
Remediation Program 

• Sunshine Coast Council - Mary 
River Rehabilitation Project 
• Healthy Land and Water - Stanley 
River Cats Claw Project
• Hinterland Bush Links – 
Eradicating Weeds of National 
Significance in the Upper Mary 
Catchment. 
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We have also managed several projects involving:

• Flying Fox habitat rehabilitation

• Koala habitat planting, Koala offset and Koala 
Nature Refuge programs, and
• Near Threatened and Vulnerable species 
rehabilitation involving the Birdwing Butterfly Vine and 
Toothed Kamala.

We completed the Skilling Queenslanders for Work on 
the Range project, a year-long program during which 
we welcomed a total of 20 participants into Barung, 
giving them exposure, experience and qualifications 
relevant to bush regeneration and nursery work.  It 
was an absolute pleasure to get to know all of the 
participants, we thoroughly enjoyed having them on 
board, so much so that five participants have joined 
the BNAS team. The employment outcomes achieved 
by the program were well above the targets set. We 
attribute the success of the program to the enthusiasm 
demonstrated by the participants and the dedication 
of our trainers.  The Skilling Queenslanders for 
Work project is proudly funded and supported by the 
Queensland Government. 

This coming year our focus will be on reducing our 

herbicide usage; staff training and development; 
quoting efficiency and broadening our environmental 
services. Barung Natural Area Services would like to 
thank all of the passionate people we are privileged to 
work with, from private landholders to local businesses 
and the councils who push us to continually improve 
our practices and create a more sustainable and 
brighter ecological future.

North Maleny

Mooloolah Valley

Maleny

Burpengary Creek Rehabilitation BEFORE and AFTER



12

A significant change for the nurseries in the 17/18 financial year was 
the employment of Maia and myself (Cam) teaming up with Wayne. 
Beginning at Barung at times was challenging but overwhelmingly 
it was, and is, very rewarding. It was a year of learning (about 
bloody pumps), teaching, finding our feet, meeting a wonderful mix 
of knowledgeable (and eccentric!) environmentalists, of building 
relationships with staff and customers and being inspired by how 
the work at the nurseries supports so many worthwhile revegetation 
projects and gardens for wildlife. 

The year also saw Barung take on trainees in the Skilling 
Queenslanders for Work program who all undertook a Certificate I in 
Conservation and Land Management. With two intakes of ten trainees 
there was a lot of training and educating to do done. It is always 
very rewarding when new keen people come into the nursery space. 
Seeing the satisfaction students get when they are able to identify 
plants and start getting their heads around some of the challenging 
botanical names. A tremendous amount of hard work from the 
trainees helped maintain both nurseries and produce revegetation 
stock. A number of participants have established ongoing work with 
Barung Natural Areas team, and 3 participants from the second intake of trainees have gone on to utilise skills gained 
at the nurseries, getting employment at 3 different local plant nurseries. Well done and thanks to all participants

Once again this year we were proud to support and supply stock to landholders that are a part of programs such 
as ‘Land for Wildlife’ (LFW), which are funded by the Sunshine Coast Regional Council (SCRC). The FY 17/18 
saw 50 landholders nominate Barung as their preferred nursery for plant vouchers as did many property owners 
with Voluntary Conservation Agreements and those LFW property owners that won landholder environment grants. 
Thank you all for nominating Barung as your nursery supplier, you support is very important to us. Thank you also to 
the SCRC for their support of the program which in turn supports us at the nurseries. We hope that the healthy and 
diverse Barung stock is growing strongly, supporting your important forest making projects. 

During the year we worked closely with the Barung Natural Areas Service team to deliver a wide range of 
environmental projects. The nurseries supplied about 35,000 plants to the BNAS projects through the FY 17/18 year. 
One private project in North Maleny saw 6,000 plants installed. I have recently visit the site and the success rate so 
far has been excellent.  

The events we attended throughout the year were the Queensland 
Garden Show, Nambour, The Maleny Wood Expo (Maia and I are 
now initiated into the Barung family.) and the World Environment 
Day, Maroochydore. Each event takes a considerable amount of 
effort from both staff and volunteers to ensure they are successful. 
Both the quality of plants and the customer service were testament 
to the efforts put in by all.

To finish I would like to thank all volunteers who helped out at 
the above events, the volunteers at Landsborough (Kym, Annie, 
Elaine, Alan, Kevin, Kate) the volunteers at Porters (Gretchen, 
Toni, Fabienne, ‘The Ambassador’ Matt (sometimes known as 
Shady), Peter, Lindsay, Ian and Di (sustenance and social support), 
Craig and Daryl, Kellie and Crystal, Hagan, Bruce, Margaret), our 
awesome school based trainee at Porters, Taylor (well done mate,  
an absolute pleasure to have you with us) and finally thanks to the 
Barung Committee for their support and efforts throughout the year.

Barung Community and Production Nurseries  
Cam Burton
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Barung Membership 

Distribution October 2018

Barung nurseries supply 

a diverse range of local 

native species in small 

and large quantities to a 

wide geographic area.

The map shows where 

a selection of Barung 

plants supplied in 2017-

18 are now growing 

across the Sunshine 

Coast Hinterland.

Distribution merchandise and book sales, 

Maleny Wood Expo exhibitors, entry 

tickets and raffle tickets in 2017-18
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Resource Centre and 

Administration Report 2018 
Theresa Bint - Office Coordinator
Den Lalor - Administration Officer

Office/Admin report
Providing administrative support 
for the whole Barung family 

keeps the team at the Barung office on our toes! Here are some features of our year. 
Much thanks to the staff, committee and admin volunteers who contribute, collaborate, 
interact and help evolve and improve Barung’s administrative processes. 

ICT

Much needed IT upgrades throughout Admin, BNAS and Nursery have continued with 
the whole organisation at the different locations working more efficiently and providing 
valuable and easily assessible data that is vital for current operations, reports and future 
decision making.
The majority of Barung staff can now enter their working hours via timesheets on their 
mobile phone, tablet or PC. We hope to have the system adopted by all staff in the next 
two months. With over 60 staff employed in 2017-18 the system has already helped us 
streamline the pay process and has potential to further increase speed and efficiency of 
wages administration. 

 

Barung Landcare is a fortunate recipient of Google Grants – a scheme that gives not-for-
profit organisations free access to the range of Google products and services. Our email, 
Google Drive and Google Ads and mobile device management systems are all free, 
courtesy of this scheme. This saves Barung thousands of dollars a year. 
 

Barung makes regular contributions to local papers

Joan Dillon puts pen to paper for the Hinterland Times and there’s a regular Barung  
article (to which several Barung people contribute) in the Glasshouse Country and 
Maleny News Environment Column. In addition, we write press releases and advertising 
copy to promote the Maleny Wood Expo in national woodworking magazines, 
newspapers and on social media.  
 

Front Garden for Wildlife

Next time you’re visiting the office in Coral St, take the time to check out 
the front garden – it’s thriving! The attractive collection of native plants – 
including midyim, Banksia, fan flower, and Goodenia - is already hosting 
heaps of insects: native bees, honeybees, hoverflies, ladybirds; spiders; 
fungi; lizards and slime moulds. Lots of passers-by stop and check out 
the plants; many take photos. It’s a little showcase for our beautiful native 
flora, fauna and fungi and a great advertisement for Gardens for Wildlife.

 The seasonal Barung News 

maintains a high standard of 

content and presentation: our 
valued contributors never fail to 
bring something interesting to 

our readers. The Barung News 

has been published since 1989 
and continues to be an important 
archival record of Barung’s 
activities throughout the year.  
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Support for other organisations

Barung has again proudly provided administrative 
and event support to Hinterland Bush Links and to 
the 2018 Bunya Dreaming. 

Recycling

Here at the Resource Centre, we’re proud to host 
two recycling bins: one for printer cartridges and one for pens. The recycling 
bins have been readily adopted by the Maleny community, members and friends 
with frequent drop-offs of used pens and cartridges to the Barung office.

ISO

We’ve already put in a substantial amount of work ensuring compliance with 
ISO standards. As well as input to policies and admin procedures, we’re looking 
at Preferred Suppliers; Workplace Health & Safety; clearing the workplace of 
trip hazards and fire hazards; testing and tagging of all electrical equipment, 
internal auditor training and more. The benefits of this intensive process include 
ensuring lack of duplication in processes and data storage and the increases in 
efficiency that this leads to.

Bunya Dreaming 2018

Bus

This year saw us welcome “The Barung Bandicoot”, 
a twelve-seater minibus. The Bandicoot (named 
by Skilling Queenslanders for Work trainee Daniel 
Jonas), which brings the Barung fleet up to nine 
vehicles, is proudly sponsored by the Maple Street 
Co-op.

Marketing

Marketing for the 2018 Maleny Wood Expo focussed on social media with 
some spectacular results: boosted Facebook posts had an excellent targeted 
reach. Promotion of workshops was particularly effective with a high rate of 
engagement.

In print media, advertisements in three national woodworking magazines and 
several local newspapers were accompanied by feature articles; TV advertising 
aired on Channel 7 in Toowoomba, Brisbane and the Gold Coast and across the 
country on Imparja. A3 posters and DL fliers were distributed throughout Brisbane 
and the Gold Coast. ABC Radio interviewed local woodworkers and conducted 
interviews during the Expo. Channel 7 also reported live from the Expo. 
In addition to this broad sweep of marketing, we contacted woodworking clubs 
across Australia and kept them informed of Expo news and the Sunshine Coast 
Wootha Prize in particular. 

Social Media and Websites

Website and social media presence for
Barung Landcare, Gardens for Wildlife,
Barung Community Nursery, Maleny Wood Expo
and Barung Natural Area Services. 

 

6447 Facebook followers across Barung’s 5 facebook pages.

Volunteers

Our regular volunteers Kellie, Helen and Antonio keep the Maple St 
Kiosk going each Thursday and provide help and support at Coral Street. 
Thankyou all!
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Maleny Wood Expo 

Steve McLeish

The 2018 Maleny Wood Expo saw over 10,000 
visitors flock  to the Showgrounds during the 
weekend keeping the army of Barung volunteers on 
their toes. Survey results once again awarded our 
volunteers the highest accolades for their friendly 
attitude and helpfulness to our visitors.
To my great relief a sunny day on Saturday saw the 
cars rolled in. A huge thank you to Chris Brooker 
and the Rotary crew for parking the constant 
stream of vehicles. What a huge job!!

I am increasingly impressed and humbled by the skill and creativity of our local wood 
artisans with their diverse offerings of wood craftsmanship in all its forms

There were some jaw-droppingly beautiful pieces on display this year for the Wootha 
Prize. Congratulations to all the finalists and most of all congratulations to Corrie for a 
job well done.  
The Barung Nursery Tent looked magnificent. All Nursery staff and volunteers are 
to be acknowledged for the quality and variety of species available in the tent.  Our 
ethics and sustainability focus were clearly on show for all to see.

Many thanks to the Barung BBQ crew for their incredible operational success. The 
food and service were great. It was by far the most popular eatery on site and the 
food was delicious.

The Maleny Music Stage drew crowds. With its generous pallet seating and table area, 
(built by Chris and Anne-Marie Goldsworthy of Party Pallets) this was the place to sit 
back and take it all in. There has been much feedback about the quality of our Maleny 
musicians which makes me well with pride.

The Junior Landcare Paddock (children’s activities) was again a big success and is now 
an integral aspect of the growth of the Expo in inspiring the young folk. Part of the 
feedback was requesting more hands on opportunities for the older folk. This will be a 
focus for next year.
Work on the 2019 Maleny Wood Expo has already begun. The dates are set at the 4th 
5th and 6th May.  

Enormous thanks must go out to the Maleny community for its support.  Thank you 
to all the volunteers who take such pride in the Expo. To all the local businesses who 
generously donate their goods and services to the raffle and the opening night.  And 
many thanks to all our sponsors and supporters.

What a great event!!! Looking forward to next year.
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For the last eleven years Barung Landcare has sponsored the Wootha Prize 
(named after the local aboriginal name for Australian red cedar) to pro-
mote the creative use of sustainable timbers. 

With the increase of prize money, thanks to the generosity of the Sunshine 
Coast Council, a record number of thirty-seven applications were received 
with twenty-five chosen for exhibition.

The judges worked slowly through each entry, discussing the level of crafts-
manship, the choice of timber and its suitability to the design, how well it 
had been executed, its resonance, and interpretation of the theme: joined.

The winner, Robert Howard for “Until Death Us Do Part” 
Second prize went to “Time and Tide” by Terry Martin and Zina Burloiu, 
third prize to “Couloir” by Ross Williamson, and the Encouragement Award 
to Ross Annels for “Walking Table”.

Shane Christensen “Reflections”

This year the public were 
able cast a vote either 
online or on paper for the 
People’s Choice Award, 
awarding the prize to 
Shane Christensen’s piece 
“Reflections”.

Winning entry by Robert Howard  

“Until Death Us Do Part”

2nd Prize : Terry Martin and Zina Burloiu  

“Time and Tide”

3rd Prize: Ross Williamson “Couloir”

Encouragement Award : Ross 

Annels “Walking Table”

Wootha Prize

2018 Sunshine Coast

a woodworking competition 
with a conscience

Thank you to our Wootha Prize Sponsors
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Rambles around the Range and 

Montville Markets
Raine See

The wonderful Lorraine See (Raine) – stalwart Barung and Wood Expo 
volunteer – is off on a new adventure! 
Raine – along with Scoutie the Protest Dog – has been coordinating and 
driving Rambles around the Range (formerly Walks on the Wildside) for 
five years. Thanks to Raine and her helpers, hundreds of people – chil-
dren in particular - have connected with nature, walking in and around 
the beautiful landscapes of the hinterland and coast. Recent Rambles 
(off the Range) have included July’s walk alongside Currimundi Creek, 
under Kawana Way and on into Kawana Forest; in August the Ramblers 
joined with the Currimundi Catchment group to explore Leacy’s Reserve 
to observe wildflowers as part of the Sunshine Coast’s Wildflower 
Festival. After getting a taste for wildflowers the following month saw 
the group venture into Kathleen McArthur Conservation Park on the 
northern bank of Currimundi Lake. 
To finish off the year Raine has planned a visit to Mary and John King’s 
property on the Mary River at Conondale. John will lead an hour’s ramble 
along the Mary River looking specifically at bush foods. Then there’s a chance to sample and buy their rainforest 
products such as glace sandpaper figs, tamarind liqueur and many other delicious goodies (Xmas presents for those 
you never know what to buy for!!).
And from Raine: “A big thanks to all the ramblers who support the walks and remember --- prescription nature! A 
walk in nature cures many ills!”

Raine’s other gig has been the wonderful Montville Market, where she’s been the face of Barung for five years! The 
Barung stall, with its jungle of plants and fine display of books is an integral part of the market and has certainly kept 
Barung’s name out there. Next Saturday’s market (November 10th) will be Raine and Scoutie’s last, so drop in and 
say hello! Thanks for everything, Raine and good job, Scoutie!

Volunteer call-out!

So – the Barung stall at the Montville Market is in need of new volunteers! Held on the second Saturday of each 
month, the Montville Market is friendly and full of great fresh produce and plants, olives, pesto, pies, books, jewellery 
and more. There’s excellent coffee and delicious pancakes just next to the Barung stall’s spot in the corner of the 
hall. You’ll meet interesting people, sell native plants and books and promote Barung. If this sounds like it could be 
you, please give us a call at the Barung office on 54943151.

Report of the Mt Mellum Land for Wildlife Network 2018

Christine McMaster

The Mt Mellum Land for Wildlife Network exists to encourage and educate members, to share 
our many individual property projects and to promote social activities between owners of  
Land for Wildlife-designated properties in the Mt Mellum area. 
We continue to do that, along the way making beneficial connections between land-holders 
and the wider conservation community. Some activities undertaken in the past year have 
been exploring a cave on the western side of Mt Mellum, visiting two different Environmental 
Reserves at Peachester, and enjoying Spring wildflowers at the Glasshouse Mountains 
National Park in Beerwah. 
As membership expands, so does the leadership of the group, with members taking turns to 
organise events.
We thank Barung for covering insurance for our group under its incorporation structure, and we thank Sunshine 
Coast Council’s Land for Wildlife Advisor, Alan Wynn, for his generous contribution of time and knowledge to 
benefit the group.

Christine McMaster
Mt Mellum Land for Wildlife Local Area Network
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Many thanks to our                     
BUSINESS CONTRIBUTORS 

 

Ananda Marga River School 
Blackall Range Independent School 

Crystal Waters Community Co-operative 

Hanson Construction 

Happy Little Gardener 
Karom Salt 

Lapmist Pty Ltd 

Maple Street Co-operative Society 

Montville Real Estate 

Top of the Hill
 

Maleny District 

Green Hills Fund

Barung gratefully acknowledges these organisations for 
their partnerships & support:

Mt Mellum Land for Wildlife Local Area Network
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It’s all about...

...fresh AIR

...clean WATER

...healthy SOIL

...native FAUNA

...vital FIRE

...diverse FORESTS

...caring PEOPLE

...abundant WILDLIFE

Barung Landcare is working to develop ethical solutions for a sustainable future.

We support regional and local empowerment to conserve and enhance 

the rich diversity of natural resources of the Blackall Range and environs.

Supported by

Environmental Levy Partnership
Funding Program

BARUNG LANDCARE ASSOCIATION INC.

Barung Resource Centre
38a Coral Street, Maleny
PO Box 1074 Maleny Qld 4552

Ph 07 5494 3151

info@barunglandcare.org.au

Barung Community Nursery
26 Porters Lane, North Maleny
Ph: 0429 943 152 / 5302 9900
nursery@barunglandcare.org.au

Barung Natural Area Services
ph 5439 9387
contracting@barunglandcare.org.au

www.barunglandcare.org.au


