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President’s Annual Report 2019

Ian McMaster

For a landcare organisation, success is measured by how well you care for the land. So 
the first question you should always ask your committee at an AGM is not about finances 
or membership, but about how much we have done to improve the health of our natural 
environment.  That question is becoming increasingly important, as the effects of human 
activity on the global ecosystem become more and more evident. 
  

I am sure we have all heard ecologists describe our era as the second Great Extinction, 
the first being that of the dinosaurs. Australia has been at the forefront of animal extinctions, due to a combination of 
extensive land clearing, and the introduction of predators, notably cats and foxes, into an environment unprepared for 
their hunting prowess. More recently in the news has been the studies done in Western Europe over the last 30 years, 
showing a 75% reduction in insect populations over that period. While much work remains to be done to understand 
the reasons for it, widespread use of agricultural insecticides, and extensive fragmentation of natural areas, that are 
often surrounded by farmland , are thought to be two of the main culprits.  Recent long term studies of bird populations 
in the United States have shown a 30% decline in bird numbers, presumed due to habitat loss, and reduced insect 
population.  

In Australia, there is simply too little work done in these areas to do more than conjecture about whether similar forces 
are having similar impacts here. However, there is no doubt that insecticides, habitat loss, and other causal factors are 
present. We have all heard the anecdotal tales of many fewer bugs squashed on our windscreens now than when we 
older ones started driving, but we do not have the data to demonstrate the scale of the change .  Insects are a hugely 
important component of the ecosystem, providing food for birds, bats, and small mammals and reptiles, and pollination 
for our crops and our forests. If the collapse in invertebrate populations that we are apparently seeing in Western 
Europe is indeed a global phenomenon, then it  may in fact be that the biggest ecological threat we face is not climate 
change, but an impending collapse in biodiversity.  

As with climate change, if we wait to take action until the threat is obvious, it will be too late to avert serious damage 
to the ecosystem on which we all depend. So what can we do to better manage these risks? I think there are two or 
three obvious actions.  One is to do more of what Barung has always had as a high priority - revegetating more of our 
landscape to increase the connectivity, and so the resilience, of our natural areas. It was interesting to note that in the 
German research, where nature reserves were expanded and interconnected, they noted some quite rapid recovery 
in insect populations.  The second key action is to educate people so that they are better aware of the risks, and are 
taking informed measures to reduce them. Again taking the German example, the government of the province of 
Bavaria has, after much public pressure, recently set a target for 30% of farms in the province to be organic by 2030. It 
is recognised that this will probably see a drop in farm productivity, and ultimately higher food prices, but the benefits in 
lower environmental impacts from pesticide use offsets these costs. 

With these growing environmental threats, it is appropriate that we have put more focus on our education and 
workshop program, and on getting as many trees in the ground as possible.  Over the last year, our Nursery output 
is up by about 40%, due mainly to our contracting arm deliberately targeting projects involving tree planting. We are 
also seeking to significantly lift our environmental education program. While we don’t yet have the new education 
centre available, we have begun some productive discussions with Sunshine Coast Council to look at using the Mary 
Cairncross centre, and the Maroochy Botanic Gardens centre, to deliver some of our programs. 

Financial Position

Alan Harrington will cover the financials in detail in the Treasurer’s report, however I did want to comment briefly on our 
financial status. We have managed to sustain an operating surplus for the year, but one quite a bit lower than last year. 
There are several contributing factors, including lower revenue and higher costs for the Wood Expo, additional staff 
in the office, and a significant investment in inventory in our contracting business, as it continues to grow its activities. 
We had expected to be able to fund the relocation of the nursery from Porters Lane, out of our reserves, but that may 
not be possible without some external help, making the capital funding campaign we are launching today even more 
important.  Plans are in hand to recover our financial position, starting with a focus on consolidation and a return to 
budgeted surplus at the Wood Expo. 
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Strategy 

As I mentioned last year, we were concerned that 85% of our income came from two key customers, 
Sunshine Coast and Moreton Bay Regional Councils, and we felt that we could better manage risk if we had 
a more diverse customer base.  We were also aware that the Councils were continuing to expect contractors 
to be accredited to ISO Standards, and were concerned that our failure to make progress in this area would 
increase the risk to our council contracts.  I am delighted to report that during the financial year, Barung’s 
operations were accredited to ISO in safety, quality and environmental standards. A huge effort was put in by 
many people to make this happen, and it has been rewarded with our contracting business having our best 
year yet. For the first time, Moreton Bay Council was our biggest client, and we demonstrated our ability to 
carry out quite large projects to a high standard. We are confident that the processes we have put in place 
will make our operations safer and more reliable,  and produce better results for our clients. 

Maleny Wood Expo

The Wood Expo was once again a great success from a community viewpoint.. Unfortunately wet weather on 
the Saturday led to a reduction in crowd numbers and gate takings, so it was not the financial success that 
we had hoped. We will seek to rectify that problem next year. However financial results are only one part of 
Expo. It is a wonderful opportunity to showcase the importance of our native forests to a much broader range 
of people than we would normally access. Thanks very much to all the volunteers who donated your time and 
energy so generously. 

Precinct Project

We have continued to make slow but steady progress on the new Precinct site.  After much delay and 
frustration, we were able to announce the signing of the lease at the Wood Expo last May. Since then, we 
have obtained certifier’s approval for Stage One of the development, and have Council assent as leaseholder 
for both stages.  

In recent weeks we have finally received an 
acceptable version of the revised lease for 
Landsborough.  The proposed lease runs until 2029, 
and is for the whole of the lot, rather than the part 
we have been occupying. This will give us some 
additional space to accommodate the increased 
workforce at Natural Area Services.  

On the design front, our architect Tim Guymer has 
continued to work with our staff to refine and improve 
the initial design. We have commenced discussions 
with builders, and finance permitting, now expect to 
be  able to commence earthworks and relocate the 
nursery following the wet season.  

Now it is time for me to offer some thanks. As always 
in a voluntary society, it is those people who do 
the volunteering who make the difference. I would 
again like to thank the members of the Management 
Committee for their patience, good humour, and hard 
work. There are many other enthusiastic people with 
great skills and capacity for hard work, who ensure 
that the Barung keeps working for its members. I 
thank all of you for your contributions to making 
Barung the outstanding organisation that it is. 

Ian McMaster

President

Barung Landcare site on 

the Maleny Community 

Precinct
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Treasurer’s Report 
Alan Harrington

The year has been one of consolidation and ensuring that Barung has 
the capacity to successfully meet its objectives and ensure its future.

In this respect, Barung has made significant investment in new 
equipment including motor vehicles and tools and has continued to 
update and expand its IT capacity.  Barung also has obtained ISO 
certification which should ensure that our policies, processes and 
procedures are reviewed regularly, that they are always relevant and 
that Barung achieves a high degree of excellence in everything it 
does.  Having ISO certification is also significant in securing contract work, particularly when dealing with 
the various Councils and other government bodies.

During the year an organisational review of the management structure was carried out.  The review also 
included the office.  As a result, additional resources were provided to upgrade the office’s capacity to 
meet the increasing demands that are part and parcel of a modern organisation at the cutting edge of 
rehabilitating our environment.

From a personal point of view I would like to thank my fellow Committee members, our managers and 
in particular Den Lalor and Theresa Bint who I deal with on a daily basis and welcome onboard Katrina 
Atkinson who is providing much needed help to our overworked admin team. 

Alan Harrington

Treasurer   

Draft drawings of Barung Landcare plans on the Maleny Community Precinct
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Barung Landcare is a significant employer with 52 people 
employed in 2019-20. The workforce is highly skilled, 
particularly in the areas of natural resource management, 

business and ecology. Here’s a list of the qualifications held 
by Barung staff.

Barung Staff   
Skills and Qualifications

QUALIFICATION Number of Staff 
with Qualification

ACDC Commercial Operators Licence 27

Chainsaw Level 1 23

HLTAID003 Provide first aid 25

Construction Safety White Card 36

HLTAID001 Provide cardiopulmonary resuscitation 27

HLTAID002 Provide basic emergency life support 18
ARGO Operator Training 6

Chainsaw Level 2 10
CERT III in Conservation and Land Management 7

CERT III Horticulture 7

Cert I Conservation & Land Management 6

CERT IV Training and Education 5

Bachelor Environmental Science 4

Blue Card working with Children 4

Cert II Conservation & Land Management 2

CERT II in Horticulture 4

CERT IV Small Business 2

DIPLOMA Business 2

DIPLOMA in Conservation and Land Management 3

Fire Control Level 1 2

Fire Control Level 2 2

Licence to Perform High Risk Work 1
Bachelor Environmental Science 4

CERT IV Conservation and Land Management 1
WHSQ-HSR-NCB01 Health & Safety Rep Training 2

Internal ISO Auditor Training 2

Advanced Cert in Pastoral Zone Management 1
Bachelor of Applied Science (Horticultural  technology) 2

Bachelor of Arts 2

Bachelor of Coastal Studies 1
Bachelor of Land Management (Ecological Agriculture) 1
Bat Rescue Permit 1
Bushfire Planning and Design Accreditation Scheme - Accredited 1
CERT III Solid Plastering 1
CERT III Tour Guiding 1
CERT III Wall and Floor Tiling 1
CERT IV Business 1
CERT IV Horticulture 1
Cert IV Project Management 1
Certificate Engineering/Construction 1
DIPLOMA in Applied Science 1
DIPLOMA of Graphic Design 1
Graduate Certificate in Environmental Management 2

Graduate Certificate in Sustainability 1
Master of Scientific Studies (Botany) 1
Operate a Pole Saw 1
Safe Food Handling 1
Work Zone Traffic Management 1
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Barung Project Co-ordination Jonathan Waites 

We also provided support for 32 events that attracted over 1,000 people.  
This included a field trip led by Greg Smyrell which was part of the 
2018 National Landcare Conference.  The event was held on one of the 
properties that had been part of our Blackall Range Rainforest Recovery 
project; a devolved grant project supported by Healthy Land and Water, 
through funding from the Australian government.  We also supported Aunty 
Bev Hand’s ‘bigger than ever’ Bunya Dreaming which drew more than 600 
people to a gathering at Ewan Maddock Dam.

One of our wonderful volunteers, Judith Sinnamon, ran a stand on behalf 
of Barung at the monthly Montville Markets; volunteers (Antonio Bruhe and Helen Wittman) staffed the Community 
Centre Kiosk in Maple St each Thursday providing a weekly Barung ‘pop-up’ presence in the main street.  Maleny 
Blackall Range Lion’s Club 14th Welcome Dinner was attended by volunteer committee members Sue Brieschke and 
Fiona McGill who gave away over 200 native tubestock and 50 copies of the Blackall Range Landholder’s Guide to new 
arrivals to the Blackall Range.  Barung was represented at the 5th Hinterland Welcome Dinner held at Flaxton (hosted 
by Maleny Blackall Range Lions Club) by Barung Life Members Eric Anderson and Diana O’Connor who distributed 50 
copies of the Landholders Guides and more than 50 native tubestock.

Funding

This financial year Barung completed the second year of its three-year Environment 
Levy Partnership Funding Program (ELP): Community Landcare in Action agreement 
with Sunshine Coast Council.  The funding is available for community groups to help 
offset their operational expenses and provides a way for council to ‘work in partnership 
with the community to achieve council’s priorities’.  We are enormously grateful for 
this funding which helps to offset some of the costs associated with our community 
engagement activities such as workshops/events and support for management and 
administration as well as office rental costs.

Barung was successful in winning a Volunteer Grant which has been invested in a shade structure for our volunteers 
at Landsborough.  As an area in which volunteers at the production nursery can gather out of the weather for lunch, 
morning tea and general revival, it has long been awaited and is now being much appreciated.

Responding to a request from Maleny State High School Barung was 
pleased to donate tubestock to a group of Year 8 Enterprise Studies 
students who organised and held a tree plant on school grounds to 
commemorate World Environment Day.  The planting builds on earlier tree 
planting efforts at the school and we commend their initiative in choosing to 
recognise our local environment with such a worthwhile endeavour.

Barung also partnered with Lake 
Baroon Catchment Care Group 
(LBCCG) and Hinterland Bush Links 
to hold a community tree plant on a 
Seqwater property adjacent to Baroon 
Pocket Dam.  Following a morning 
planting, guarding and watering around 
1,000 tubestock, LBCCG Manager 
Mark Amos led a walk along a section 
of Falls Creek for the hardy with energy 
left to burn.

Barung ran 19 activities this year which attracted more than 350 participants (not including the 23rd Maleny Wood 
Expo which incorporated a suite of workshops and which drew around 10,000 people).  These included partnering with 
Sunshine Coast Council to run two Introduction to Nature Journaling workshops presented by Paula Peeters as part of 
Sunshine Coast Council’s Mary Cairncross BioBlitz.  These proved so popular we followed up with a Further Adventures 
in Nature Journaling workshop on the Maleny Community Precinct a couple of months later.  
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Thanks are due to Joan Dillon who, again this 
year, has kept an eye on our ‘office garden’ 
project.  Joan ran a ‘pruning and reviewing’ 
of our efforts to date workshop on this area 
(From little things big things grow) which 
included preparing part of the last section for 
future planting. 

 
 Barung’s Nursery Manager Cam Burton ran 
a popular Designing a garden for wildlife in a 
peri-urban landscape workshop on a property 
in Witta as part of a series of workshops and 
talks run during Landcare Week. 

Last year Barung responded to a request 
from Maleny State School for a stocked 
native stingless beehive to enhance the 
Garden Club’s kitchen garden.  We have 
recently heard that the hive is thriving 
and has been a very popular addition 
to the school.  It’s so well-received in 
fact, they have applied for a grant to add 
more native beehives throughout the 
school grounds.  We congratulate them 
on their choice of medium to enhance 
opportunities for nature connection for 
their students and wish them the best of 
luck with their funding application.

 Gardens for Wildlife (GfW) 

GfW is a ‘condensed’ version of Land for Wildlife.  It aims to support urban and peri-
urban landholders who may not qualify for Land for Wildlife but nevertheless aspire to 
provide habitat for wildlife in their backyards and contribute to habitat connection across 
the landscape.  Barung’s Gardens for Wildlife was launched in 2014: we now have 299 
GfW members of which 235 are also current Barung members.

In recognition of National Tree Day and Schools Tree Day Barung Nursery offered seven local schools a donation of up 
to 50 tubestock.  The offer has been taken up by Peachester State School who used their trees to expand the school’s 
Indigenous Forest Walk.  This year’s theme was food plants for Yellow-tailed black cockatoos.  Landsborough State 
School and Maleny Independent School also have native tree planting projects on the go.

Local artist Joanne Turner has run two successful Cleaning up the Obi mornings with the help of 20 enthusiastic 
volunteers, discovering not only the usual bottles, cans and plastic refuse, but a bike (Maleny’s own Mulga Bill mishap?) 
and a sign (perhaps the one the aforementioned failed to observe?).

We have had University of Sunshine Coast Sociology student Elizabeth Butler from Maleny furthering her studies relating 
to grassroots community projects at the Community Nursery.  Griffith University 3rd year Photography student Deb Harrip 
from Peachester spent time with us which culminated in her article Why wildlife gardens are more important than ever, 
which appeared in the Griffith University publication The Argus’ special edition on climate change.

Designing a garden for wildlife in a peri-urban landscape 

workshop presented by Nursery Manager, Cam Burton

Further 

Adventures 

in Nature 

Journaling 

workshop on 

the Maleny 

Community 

Precinct 
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Bursaries

The 2019 Barung Landcare Bursary has been awarded to Bachelor of Arts/Business 
student Michelle Barber.  The $1,000 bursary is awarded to a University of Sunshine 
Coast student enrolled in a Sustainability major or minor, who demonstrates passion 
and leadership, and an interest in pursuing future research or projects in sustainable 
socio-ecological systems.

Michelle’s career goal is to “work with businesses to reverse their carbon footprint 
through ecological business practices designed to help their business, people and the 
planet, to play [a] part in the global push towards truly sustainable and regenerative 
business practices that support society.”  Our mission statement, particularly the 
reference to develop[ing] ethical solutions for a sustainable future, resonated strongly 
with Michelle since it is one that she “strive[s] to achieve as well”.

The Barung Landcare Peter Oliver Memorial Bursary was awarded to long-term Maleny 
State High School Environment Committee member (2018 Co-President) and School 
Captain, Mikki Doonan, younger sister of last year’s winner (sustainability obviously 
runs in the family).  Mikki has a passion for people and the environment, along with 
an awareness of the interconnection of the two and hence the need to address the 

issues of both if sustainable change is to be achieved.  
Mikki has spent 2019 completing the first year of a double 
degree, Bio-medicine and Science (Marine Biology) at the 
University of Queensland.

This is the second year of a three-year commitment to 
provide a $500 bursary to a student of Maleny State High 
School who demonstrates passion and leadership, and an 
interest in pursuing future studies or projects in the field 
of environment and sustainability.

2019 Peter Oliver Memorial Bursary recipient Mikki Doonan

Introduction to 

Nature Journaling 

workshops 

presented by 

Paula Peeters as 

part of Sunshine 

Coast Council’s 

Mary Cairncross 

BioBlitz.

Native Seed Collection & 

Propagation Workshop 

presented by Production 

Nursery Manager, 

Wayne Webb.
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Our natural areas projects saw us plant approximately 61,000 plants across 
the Moreton Bay and Sunshine Coast regions. This is almost double the 
amount we got in the ground last year!

Major projects for the year included:
•Sunshine Coast Council - Hinterland Central Contract (highlights - Maleny 
Community Precinct, Upper Mooloolah Nature Refuge and Southern Wetland)
•Moreton Bay Regional Council – Harold Brown Park, Whiteside rd and 
Greenwood Crescent Rehabilitation Projects 
•Moreton Bay Regional Council - Petrie Mill Natural Area Maintenance
•Lake Baroon Catchment Care Group - Baroon Pocket Dam Landslide 
Remediation Program 
•Sunshine Coast Council - Mary River Rehabilitation Project 
•Healthy Land and Water - Stanley River Cats Claw Project
•Hinterland Bush Links – Eradicating Weeds of National Significance in the Upper 
Mary Catchment. 

We have also managed several projects involving:
•Flying Fox habitat rehabilitation,
•Hand weeding sensitive areas of Wallum Froglet habitat and through 
colonies of ground orchids,
•Koala habitat planting, Koala offset, Koala fodder and Koala Nature Refuge 
programs, and
•Vulnerable species rehabilitation involving the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly 
Vine.

Last year our goal was to reduce our Glyphosate usage, increase staff training 
and development, increase quoting efficiency and broadening our environmental 
services. Glyphosate usage is down 7% from the previous year, quoting efficiency 
has increased 1.9% and we have diversified our client base to create stability and 
longevity so we can continue to do the good work that we do! Staff training has also 
increased in the areas of mandatory licencing, refresher training and upskilling to gain 
higher qualifications. 
Our goal of gaining ISO accreditation for three Australian Standards; Quality, 
Environment and Health and Safety was met in March this year. It has been 
a large undertaking involving every part of Barung but has improved our work 
procedures and practices.  

Barung Natural Area Services
Kate Seehuusen

Partners we have worked with this year

Samsonvale, Whiteside 

Road Park Koala Habitat 

Planting  - April 2019.

Site marked out ready for 

planting...

Barung Natural Area 

Services would like 

to thank all of the 

passionate people 

we are privileged 

to work with, from 

private landholders 

to local businesses 

and the councils who 

push us to continually 

improve our practices 

and create a more 

sustainable and 

brighter ecological 

future.
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Skilling Queenslanders for Work

Following on from the completion of Barung’s 
first Skilling Queenslanders for Work on the 
Range project, we were successful in our second 
application for funding and welcomed 8 trainees 
late August this year for the first of two rounds.  In 
March of next year (2020) we will begin the second 
group for this project which is due to conclude 
mid-August 2020.  The Queensland government 
funded program benefits the individuals employed 
by skilling them in our industry and obtaining 
relevant qualifications, the local community benefits 
from their valued work and involvement and 
Barung benefits by gaining skilled and enthusiastic 
employees.

Greenwod 

Crescent 

Samford 

Revegetation
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The BNAS crew kept the nursery very busy 
during the year completing a series of large 
planting jobs in the Moreton region.  BNAS 
projects greatly assist the financial viability of 
the nurseries and in return the nurseries supply 
of quality stock and planting advice assists the 
success of BNAS plantings. This year saw a 
record number of plants supplied to BNAS. 

At Landsborough, new benches were 
constructed (thanks Steve from BNAS) to 
increase production and new steps were 
constructed (thanks Iain BNAS) to improve 
safety and water recycling infrastructure was 
installed to improve water efficiency. 

On behalf of the nurseries staff I would like 
to thank for their support throughout the 
year; the Sunshine Coast Regional Council, 
Lake Baroon Catchment Care Group, Land 
for Wildlife members, Barung members, the 
Barung Committee, the BNAS crew and the 
Barung office crew. 

I would finally like to thank everyone that has 
helped to make it possible for my son Hagan 
to work in the nurseries. It has provided a very 
positive change in his life. 

Regards, Cam Burton

Barung Community and Production Nurseries  
Cam Burton

Plant ID 

workshop 

at the 

Barung 

Community 

Nursery

The 2018/19 year was another busy and successful one for the Barung nurseries. We continued our strong 
contribution to the conservation of local ecosytems by providing the community, business and government with a 
diverse range of plant species, with our particular emphasis on growing Rainforest stock.  This contribution is only 
realised by the efforts of our dedicated volunteers, staff and trainees. Well done and thank you to the volunteers 
of both nurseries including volunteers that helped us out at the show and events we attended including World 
Environment Day, Qld Garden Expo and Maleny Wood Expo. 

Revegetation project at Bald Knob

Nursery by the numbers  

- 110,000 local plants were tubed to the Landsborough 
nursery.
- 36,557 tubes made their way up the hill from 
Landsborough to the Barung Community Nursery.
- 237 different species of plants filled the Porters lane 
benches.
- Over 60,000 Native tubes supplied to Barung Natural 
Areas Services.

Volunteer walk 

at Douglas 

and Estelle’s 

revegetation 

project.
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SQW Trainees (late 2018) on a plant ID walk Buderim Christmas at Porters 2018

SQW Trainees 

nursery plant 

propogation 

October 2019
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It’s been another busy year at Barung and activity at the Resource Centre reflects that pretty accurately! Providing 
administrative support for all of Barung management, staff, volunteers and committee; membership services and 
sales; marketing and administration for the Wood Expo; advocacy work and more. We also produce many high-
quality Barung publications including the Annual Report, seasonal Barung News and the Maleny Wood Expo 
program as well as all the brochures, fliers and advertising material this multi-faceted organisation needs.  

Barung is proud to help and provide support for other organisations and events: here at the Resource Centre 
we co-ordinate administrative support for Bunya Dreaming, Hinterland Bush Links and the Obi Creek clean-up 
among others. Barung Landcare makes regular contributions to local papers: Joan Dillon pens the Barung column 
in the Hinterland Times; several writers compose Barung’s regular contribution to the Environment Column in 
Glasshouse Country and Maleny News.
Staff
Early this year we welcomed Katrina Atkinson to our Resource Centre/Office crew. Anyone who visits us here in 
Coral Street will notice the difference she’s made already. Thanks, Katrina!
Marketing 

Our approach to marketing, for the Wood Expo and for Barung, is to minimise the use of paper and to make full 
use of targeted social media and e-news, emails etc. Targeted social media is an efficient and effective marketing 
method, outscoring many ‘traditional’ media outlets/forms as the way by which people heard about Maleny Wood 
Expo (as evidenced by the results of our Maleny Wood Expo Visitor Survey). 

Resource Centre and Administration Report  
Theresa Bint - Office Manager
Den Lalor - Administration Officer

Front Garden for Wildlife

There are worse views from a desk than the of the front garden at Coral Street! 
The Front Garden for Wildlife continues to thrive: we see plenty of fungi, slime mould, insect and lizard activity. 
There are bandicoot-type diggings and visits from feeding birds and those seeking nesting materials – this 
relatively small garden is full of life. It’s been three years since the garden was established and it is already 
providing seeds and cuttings for our nurseries as well as being a showcase for some beautiful native groundcovers 
and shrubs. 

With a marked increase in activity and our ISO compliance obligations the 
ongoing implementation of new administrative systems and tools goes a long 
way towards our organization working more efficiently and providing valuable 
and easily assessible data that is vital for current operations and future decision 
making.  
 
Much thanks to the staff, committee and admin volunteers who contribute, 
collaborate, interact and help evolve Barung’s administrative processes.
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Support for other organisations

Barung has again proudly provided administrative and event support to 
Hinterland Bush Links and to the 2019 Bunya Dreaming. 

Recycling

Here at the Resource Centre, we’re proud to host three recycling bins: 
one for printer cartridges, one for plastic bread tags and one for pens. 
Don’t forget to bring these items when you next drop by! 

ISO

We’ve already put in a substantial amount of work ensuring compliance 
with ISO standards. As well as input to policies and admin procedures, 
we’re looking at Preferred Suppliers; Workplace Health & Safety; 
clearing the workplace of trip hazards and fire hazards; testing and 
tagging of all electrical equipment, internal auditor training and 
more. The benefits of this intensive process include ensuring lack of 
duplication in processes and data storage and the increases in efficiency 
that this leads to.

Barung Membership Distribution

Marketing

Marketing for the 2019 Maleny Wood Expo saw a reduction of printed 
material and a focus on targetted social media, emails and e-news. 
Promotion of workshops was particularly effective with a high rate of 
engagement.

In print media, advertisements in three national woodworking magazines 
and several local newspapers were accompanied by feature articles; TV 
advertising aired on Channel 7 in Toowoomba, Brisbane and the Gold 
Coast and across the country on Imparja. A3 posters were distributed to 
woodworking clubs across Australia as well as locally. Theresa did a live 
interview with ABC Radio Sunshine Coast from the Expo site. Channel 9 
also reported live from the Expo - interviewing exhibitors, getting footage 
of the Sunshine Coast Wootha Prize exhibit and watching as young Expo 
visitors used their woodworking skills to create furniture, toys and Mothers’ 
Day gifts. 

In addition to this broad sweep of marketing, we contacted woodworking 
clubs across Australia and kept them informed of Expo news and the 
Sunshine Coast Wootha Prize in particular. 

Social Media and Websites

Website and social media presence for
Barung Landcare, Gardens for Wildlife,
Barung Community Nursery, Maleny Wood Expo
and Barung Natural Area Services. 

 

Engagement  

- 117,487 membership, events and contacts emails sent 

- 1,450 membership emails

- 99,924 events and workshops emails 
- 947 event and workshop registrations
- Over 3000 Barung Newsletters emailed and over 400 printed
- 6447 Facebook followers across Barung’s 5 facebook pages.
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2019 was our 23rd Maleny Wood Expo. We had over 10,000 visitors over 
the 3 days.
Here is bit of feedback from a first time exhibitor: 

“We would like to thank you for a FANTASTIC weekend at the wood 
expo. 
I have been involved in many markets and expos but never have I been 
to one as good as the show you and your team of workers put on for 
all of us on the weekend.  All your staff are to be congratulated on the 
incredible job they did. Being reasonably new to the timber game I was 
amazed at the talent of the exhibitors and the help we received was 

overwhelming”. 

Dave and Adrienne Gow - Auswood Bow Ties

Once again we built the Wood Expo at the Showgrounds in the rain!! Oh 
well, we’re getting better at it.
I was worried about the grounds but we were able to bump all exhibitors 

in place without too much disruption to pathways and the grounds. 

Saturday’s rain certainly dampened everything, including the visitor 
numbers... but I was very surprised at how many braved the weather. 

Many exhibitors said it was their best day.  

Sunday, the sun came out and the site had a chance to dry up. The 

cars rolled in and it was a wonderful day…and Monday being another 

sparkling day helped boost our visitor numbers.   
Once again, a highlight for me was the children’s activities in the Junior 
Landcare Paddock. The addition of the Bayside Woodworkers’ group 
workshops and the Canoe making proved to be a great success. We will 
continue to build on these sort of activities for 2020.

I was happy to see many, many families at the Expo this year. It has been 
our aim for the last couple of years to make the Wood Expo more family-
friendly and to create an opportunity for our young folk to learn the old 
skills. It warms my heart to see a youngster beaming with pride at their 
creation while an old craftsman holds back a tear of joy at being able to 
pass on inspiration and knowledge.
Congratulations to Barung and its members for hosting such a unique 
event. 

Enormous thanks must go out to the Maleny community for its support.  
Thank you to all the volunteers who take such pride in the Expo…it 
could not happen without you. Thanks to all the local businesses who 
generously donate their goods and services. And many thanks to all our 
sponsors and supporters, your contributions are greatly appreciated… 

with your support we can continue to create an event that benefits so 
many. 

Work on the 2020 Maleny Wood Expo has already begun. The dates 

are set: 2nd, 3rd and 4th of May 2020.

Maleny Wood Expo 2019
Steve McLeish,  

Maleny Wood Expo Coordinator

Official Destination Partners
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Congratulations to the winners of the  

2019 Sunshine Coast Wootha Prize

1st Prize: "Torrent HiFi with Speakers" by William Bayliss

- Sponsored by Sunshine Coast Council.

2nd Prize: "Tricholoma - Nest of Tables" by Alby Johnston

-Sponsored by HQPlantations.

3rd Prize: "Jewellery Stand" by Broc Cattley

- Sponsored by Ben Messina Gallery. 

Highly Commended Award: "Don't Move a Muscle"  

by Murray Douglas  - Sponsored by Geochempet Services  

 

Tiny Treasures Award:  

"Queensland Tribute" by Robin Cromer. 

People's Choice Award: "Flight" by Josh Marks 

- sponsored by HQPlantations.
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Barung Landcare gains ISO certifications
After much hard work by Barung staff and committee past and present, Barung has been assessed 
and certified to the following management systems, standards and guideline:

ISO 
9001:2015 QUALITY 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

AS/NZS 4801:2001 
OCCUPATIONAL 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS

ISO 14001:2015 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEMS 

Preserving Our 30-Year Barung History

Following on from earlier work carried out by Lyn Finlay, Kellie Huddy, Margo Balfour and others sifting 

through Barung’s paper files, Eve Witney, Elaine Green and Fi Emberton have over the last few months 
reviewed and re-sorted the collection in readiness for its digitisation.

In addition to scanning documents into electronic form, Barung will be archiving original paper versions 

of historic documents such as publications (for example Wood Expo programmes) and those records we 

are obliged to keep such as audits.

Sorting through newsletters, planting records, photos, newsletters and publications has been an 

interesting journey through Barung’s 30 plus years. We are now keen to recruit a few more people to help 

digitise key photos and documents to ensure their longevity and usefulness. Whether you have 5, 15 or 

50 hours over the next few months to work alongside our happy band in airconditioned comfort, please 

contact the office on 5494 3151 and leave your name and number for Fi to contact you.

Montville Markets – Judith, the coordinator of the Montville Markets has been very enthusiastic to continue Barung’s 
presence at the market. Long time Barung volunteer, Raine See, was unable to continue running the Barung stall at the 
end of last year. Judith has put in a great effort this year to drop into the Coral Street office and Porters Lane nursery 
every month to collect books and plants to continue their availability at the market. This has been supported by the efforts 
of Firth, who has generously been donating her time to attend the stall on the day. 

Kiosk – Antonio Bruhe and Helen Wittman have been the Barung Kiosk team for the last few years, however this year 
has been a year for change in the kiosk. Both Helen and Antonio have been very committed and reliable, turning up 
every Thursday to pack their cars with books and plants, to head to the Maple Street Kiosk for the day. In August, Helen, 
a long time Barung volunteer in a range of areas, decided to follow a new adventure to WA, which has been a catalyst 
for change for Barung’s weekly kiosk stall. Thankfully, Antonio has remained committed which has allowed the kiosk to 
continue. Temporarily, he has been managing the efforts on his own, while we begin the search for new volunteers to 
join him. We are soon to ask willing Porters Lane nursery volunteers for small 3 hour shifts at the kiosk. We are hoping 
this will draw on their experience in the nursery and offer passers by the opportunity to tap into their plant knowledge. 
This will also offer these volunteers a change of scenery and experience. With input from Cam, the Nursery Manager, 
we hope to reinvigorate the kiosk and incorporate a monthly theme. The kiosk remains an important opportunity for 
Barung to have a presence in the main street of Maleny, which continues to allow for visitors to the area to wander past 
and learn about local plants of the area and Barung as an organisation. 

Barung at the Montville Markets

Katrina Atkinson
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Many thanks to our                     
BUSINESS CONTRIBUTORS 

 

Austral-Aqua 

Habitat Support  

Hanson Construction 

Happy Little Gardener 
Karom Salt 

Maple Street Co-operative Society 

Montville Real Estate 

Top of the Hill

 

Barung gratefully acknowledges these organisations for 
their partnerships & support:
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It’s all about...

...fresh AIR

...clean WATER

...healthy SOIL

...native FAUNA

...vital FIRE

...diverse FORESTS

...caring PEOPLE

...abundant WILDLIFE

Barung Landcare is working to develop ethical solutions for a sustainable future.

We support regional and local empowerment to conserve and enhance 

the rich diversity of natural resources of the Blackall Range and environs.

Supported by

 
Environmental Levy Partnership

Funding Program

BARUNG LANDCARE ASSOCIATION INC.

Barung Resource Centre

38a Coral Street, Maleny

PO Box 1074 Maleny Qld 4552

Ph 07 5494 3151

info@barunglandcare.org.au

Barung Community Nursery

26 Porters Lane, North Maleny

Ph: 0429 943 152 / 5302 9900

nursery@barunglandcare.org.au

Barung Natural Area Services

ph 5439 9387

contracting@barunglandcare.org.au

www.barunglandcare.org.au


