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THE BAROON POCKET CATCHMENT CARE GROUP 

Jo Ferrier 

The public meeting to form a Baroon Pocket Catchment Care Group was held at the 
Community Centre on September 8th. The meeting was well attended, even though there were 
other meetings on in town at the same time. This meeting was a follow on from the initial . 
workshop held at Solothum, to which representatives from various community groups, including 
Barung Land Care were invited to attend. 

. 
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The driving force behind the formation of a Baroon Pocket Catchment Care Group has been 
the Caloundra-Maroochy Waterboard, so that the central concern has been the water quality of 
Lake Baroon. The Waterboard has hired independent consultants, Sci-Plan, to facilitate the 
formation of a Catchment Care Group. While there are definite advantages in having an 
independent group that is not part of the local government bureaucracy or politics, there are 
also sqme disadvantages. There has been a lack of knowledge about local groups alreatjy 
working in the area, for example Barung Landcare. Some basic "knowledge of local conditions 
has been lacking on the part of Sci-Plan - such as, that Maleny township is within the Baroon 
Pocket catchment. 

There was much discussion about whether Barung should consolidate its work and broaden its 
community input to address the catchment issues of Baroon Pocket. Several people stated 
that the quality of water in Baroon Pocket reflects the health of the land through which the Obi 
flows. Pean Cameron, Peter Oliver and myself put forward the concept of neighbourhood 
groups working together to take responsibility for their patch of the catchment, with Barung 
coordinating between groups and .active·1y promotirig and demonstrating this neighbourhood 
approach. 

The outcome of the meeting was that a steering committee was formed to start the new"Baroon 
Pocket Catchment Care Group with representatives from the following community groups -

Maleny Society 
Small Cropper 
Chamber of Commerce 
Q.0.0.
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John Bolten 
Rob Cork 
Colin Cork 
Harvey Bryce 

Mai Thompson is Barung's representative. Thanks Mai. 
_As the aim is to produce a Catchment Management Plan it is important that all community 
groups have input into the process. The assumption by Sci:..Plan has been that if you take a list 
of relevant community groups who have a stakehold in the Baroon Pocket Catchment and allow 
each group to have a representative on the steering committee, then you will have a fair and 
broad cross section of the community having input into the process. 
















