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Welcome to the 2026 Sunshine Coast Wootha Prize, a
celebration of timber-craft made only from sustainably
sourced Australian native timbers, recycled, salvaged or

weed timbers. Brought to you by Barung Landcare, this prize
and exhibition are shaped by our deep respect and active
conservation of the forests that sustain all life and have
sustained First Nations peoples for many
thousands of years.

At the heart of the event is the red cedar, known to many First Nations
communities as “wootha”. Once felled almost to extinction across Australia, its
story reminds us how easily a treasured resource or habitat can be lost
when care is abandoned.

As you explore the prize works, meet the artisans and delight in their creativity, |
hope you take away the deeper message woven through this event - that beauty

and sustainable use of timber resources are not opposing forces,
but powerful partners for change.

Exhibition Open
Saturday 2 May 10am - 5pm

Sunday 3 May 10am - Spm
Monday 4 May 10am - 2pm
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As Mayor of the Sunshine Coast, | am delighted to welcome you to the
16th Sunshine Coast Wootha Prize, proudly presented by Barung
Landcare Association at the beautiful Montvale Glass House in Montville.

The Sunshine Coast is known for its strong connection to community,
creativity and care for our natural environment. The Wootha Prize reflects
these values, celebrating Australian timber artisans and the sustainable

use of native and reclaimed timbers.

Our region is proud of its cultural diversity, shaped by our Indigenous heritage. Our region’s
respect for the Gubbi Gubbi peoples of the coastal plains and northern hinterland and the
Jinibara peoples of the southern hinterland, brings us a sense of place and connection.

The Sunshine Coast is a designated UNESCO Biosphere, renowned for diverse landscape from
our pristine shoreline to the iconic peaks of the heritage-listed Glass House Mountains.

Barung Landcare has been at the heart of conserving, restoring and nurturing this environment
for more than 35 years. The Wootha Prize is a powerful expression of that stewardship -
championing sustainability through craftsmanship and design.

Though modest in size, the Sunshine Coast Wootha Prize is a nationally respected exhibition,
showcasing outstanding works across sculpture, furniture and tiny treasures. This is an
exhibition that quite literally invites you to follow the grain, slow your steps, and let the stories in
timber do the talking.

As you spend time here, | encourage you to enjoy all that Montville and the hinterland have to
offer -whether exploring the Montville Timber Trail or taking a scenic drive through nearby
Maleny and Mapleton, each offering their own character and charm. Our hinterland communities
are welcoming, creative and deeply connected to their surroundings.

| commend Barung Landcare Association, the creators, the curators and the volunteers who take
immense pride in presenting the Sunshine Coast Wootha Prize for their ongoing contribution to
environmental care, creativity and community connection.

For those visiting, | hope your time on the Sunshine Coast is enriching, inspiring and filled with
memorable moments, and | look forward to welcoming you again soon.



Wootha Prize Sponsors

WOOTHA
i

e —"> &/ben/é Sp&n@&w 9

E ./ _ GREEN HILLS
GIFT FUND

\I\L/SunshineCoastw
COUNCIL Bl
MONTVILLE WOODS

LLLLLLL




=
\gﬁ £
>
SUNSHINE COAST

WOOTHA
RIZE

Rick Hayward

is an artist, maker, and traditional
sign writer. Embracing traditional
hand tools and techniques in both
his studio and commissioned
work, Hayward works primarily
with wood, glass, and gold leaf
culminating in finely crafted multi-
dimensional works.

He won the Wootha Prize in 2024..

https://www.rickshayward.com

Judging & Curation

Sandra Skodnik

is an Australian artist, wood carver
and sculptor who creates limited
edition, unique and evocative
pieces for private and public
spaces. In giving new life to
recycled and salvaged timber,
Sandra’s imagination and creativity
draw out the character, personality
and history of each piece of wood.

https://www.skodniksculpture.co
m.au

Curater

Corrie Wright worked for several years supporting
the wonderful long-time Wootha coordinator Mim
Coulstock before stepping into the coordinator’s role in
2017. Offering transferable skills as an installation
artist, she is dedicated to shaping spaces where
beautiful work can find a sense of place.
@theimageofthink



https://www.rickshayward.com/
https://www.skodniksculpture.com.au/
https://www.skodniksculpture.com.au/
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"William Bayliss was considered by many to be the
most inspiring Australian woodworker of his
generation. He was a skilled craftsman and a multi-
award-winning designer. William’s dedication to
woodwork was the stuff of legends." - Evan Dunstone.

From 2026, the prize for Overall Winner of the Sunshine Coast Wootha
Prize will be known as The William Bayliss Commemorative Prize. This
award honours William’s life and work and recognises excellence in
woodworking. William's work embodied his values: integrity, a deep love
of the bush, and respect for First Nations peoples.

In 2019, William became the youngest ever winner of Barung Landcare’s
Wootha Prize. In 2024, he won the Wootha Prize - Furniture Prize.
The commemorative prize is intended as a perpetual tribute. Through
this award, William’s values, craft and life - will continue to be
recognised and celebrated, inspiring others to become
exceptional makers.

Cemmemaerative P ri3e Denenrd

BAYLISS punstoneDEsion De Deyne
FAMILY ‘: || |I ) FooA M

Evan Dunstone - Jan Townley - Liz Harper - Pru McPherson - Cleon Walters
Robert Lewin - Nola Maybury - Paul Ryan - David Heywood - Helen Murray
Mat and Anitra Buitendam - Kerrie MacDonald - Margaret Yarrow
Kylie Yarrow - Diana Brown - Sally Coyle - Peter Thompson - Fred Blake
Richard Vaughan - Ben Adams - Barbara Kelly - Nicole and Joel Dooley
Vaidehi Rajagopalan - Karen O'Neill - Corrie Wright
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The 2026 Sunshine Coast Wootha Prize is an open
themed competition, but entries were required
to reflect the prize’s ethos:
“Sustainable by Nature, Beautiful by Design”.

Applicants were invited to express themselves in any
of the categories of Furniture, Sculpture and
and Tiny Treasures using only sustainably sourced,
weed, or salvaged timbers.
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lamar Bedsides $12,500.00 Ross Williamson

These bedside tables celebrate Tasmanian Blackwood through
deliberate timber selection, pairing figured, expressive grain with
quieter, restrained sections. The contrast creates a dialogue
between movement and calm, highlighting the material’s natural
variability while reinforcing form. Each piece is composed to
honour individuality, elevating inherent character into a
cohesive, functional object.

K" lable $12,750.00 Bob Baker

This table is the fourth in an original series. My aim was to
transform salvaged and off-cut timber into a visually engaging
side table or writing desk. Materials once destined for landfill
have been reimagined, giving discarded timber a renewed
purpose through thoughtful, artistic craftsmanship.

Cracodite Table $2,950.00 Kirk Stansfield

A sculptural timber table showcasing the natural movement of
the grain, elevated by a handcarved crocodile emerging from the
surface. Blending craftsmanship and narrative, the piece invites

reflection on nature, form, and texture within a functional
artwork context.

Jeweby Chest  $750.00 Neils Andersen

This Jewellery Chest showcases an attractive and functional art
piece created from Australian timbers. The design leverages the
rustic, character of Cypress pine, contrasted against the dense,
fine-grained texture of Satinay.. The hand carved leaves reflect
the early life of the timbers as trees.




The Eastern Shriketit $3,700.00  Garry Rogers
Mini Chest

A Japanese inspired mini chest in recycled spalted Yellow
Walnut, northern Silky-oak, Red Cedar and Camphor Laurel. It
features a marquetry inlay of an Eastern Shrike-tit on the drawer
fronts looking intently to the top drawer where, upon opening, a
Brown Ringlet butterfly is inlaid.

VWsstha Recher $3,900.00 Ben Adams

The Wootha Rocker is a Windsor style low rocking chair
constructed using traditional chair making tools and techniques.
Made from Australian native timbers, the legs, rockers and
spindles are stained black to highlight the Red Cedar seat. The
arms have small Red Cedar leaves carved on the underside.

Wings of Creation. $2,859.00  Mr David E Krohn

This piece captures the beauty of Australian blackwood and
rosewood. Designed to be used and viewed from any angle,
each revealing a unique functionality and perspective. The
swirling grain of the table top suggests a topographical
map and the expanding wing shape creates and defines the
overall form.

Oasis Cabinet $21,000.00 Aditi Sargeant

Oasis Cabinet is named after a place, a feeling, and a respite
and tells my story of grief and hope. The flowing lines and
steam bent curves hold tension, whilst simultaneously softening
the piece, relaxing the user, and giving it a little bit of whimsy.

Beginnings $16,500.00 Broc Cattley

The jewellery cabinet Beginnings is inspired by natural forms,
echoing a seed pod as a symbol of life’s origin. It marks a
personal transition toward creating work that fulfils and inspires
me. Through crafting functional art, | challenge myself to nurture
ideas, embrace process, and bring meaningful, intentional
creations to life.




Caffee Kong  $5,640.00 Terry Charteris

| have tried to capture the beauty and expressions of a unique
and extraordinary creature whilst also expressing my own
feelings within and sipping on coffee. Working on this piece has
been an incredibly challenging and rewarding experience.

Light the Waves $4,950.00 Mark Webb

My Surfboard, ‘Light the Waves’, stands as an attractive corner
piece and an impressive lamp. A true statement piece in any
setting. Made from a Camphor Laurel slab shaped to create the
look and feel of a real surfboard. The abstract resin pattern
represents waves rolling into the shore.

Cadence $10,900.00 Sara Smith

Cadence explores rhythm through material and form, balancing
movement with stillness. I'm drawn to the quiet problemsolving
behind seemingly simple details, where precision meets flow.
Using reclaimed timber, | aim to create warmth, texture, and a
sense of ease—celebrating thoughtful craftsmanship and the
beauty in slowing down and making.

Re-Leaf Seat $13,500.00 Henry Mcerlean

The Re-Leaf Seat is crafted from salvaged Silver Ash Flindersia
schottiana and Australian Rosewood Didymocheton frasieranus.
| aimed to bring the natural world and forest into a functional
piece, highlighting the organic lines and beauty in the timber.
Showcasing how nature and craftsmanship can intersect in an
elegant, practical way.

Richard Vaughan
Drop Bear Corner Table $2750.00 g pey kalehoff

Stories are told of unmapped places in the Australian bush
where the appeal of a billabong draws unsuspecting wanderers
to the killing ground of the legendary Drop Bear lurking high in a

gum tree. This table was designed to serve as a warning for

overseas visitors.
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Windborne Memaw $385.00 Erica Newton

Australian Cooktown Ironwood hollowed by termites, this
sculpture rises from recycled plywood as rattan and tissue trace
the flow of air, erosion, and unseen natural movement. It
contrasts weight and lightness, reflecting resilience,
transformation, and the quiet spiritual beauty shaped by the
harsh Australian landscape.

My Bearded D’lagdn $3,750.00 Squirrel Bowald

This was a small piece of jacaranda supplied to me by a timber
recycler friend. It was grown in Daylesford Vic and took its toll
on my tools. Although I'm always glad to experience carving
different mediums, this is one that | won’t mind doing only once.

Harmeny of the Seashsre $2,550.00 Randy DeGraw

Turquoise tones and sandy textures converge in this conical
form, where silky oak surfboard motifs honour coastal culture.
Rising like a gentle wave, it reflects the meeting of land and sea
capturing the rhythm, light, and quiet energy of Australia’s
shoreline.

Gratitude $2,475.00 Garry Camm
Thankes for the Fish

Sculpture is made from old recycled Rosewood fence posts in
Coffs and the baby penguin, Red Gum rescued from a fire pile.
As for the two eggs underneath the male penguin, they are
seeds from a Kari pine from a local tree. The base is Australian
Cedar. Finished in organic bee's wax.




yﬂung/ Maasai Weman $1,800.00 Trevor Irvine

| have hand carved this young Maasai woman after visiting a
Maasai tribe in Southern Africa where | was amazed to see how
these people live and decorate their bodies as part of their
natural upbringing.

ey

Ocean Wanderer,” $3,500.00 Gary Field
Ocean. Inspired boud form

My work explores the intersection of nature and reclaimed
timber through the creation of distinctive shell-form vessels.
Inspired by the complexity and resilience found in natural forms,
and draw upon the rhythms, textures, and asymmetries of shells
and organic structures to guide each piece.

Beauty of Nature $4,500.00  Trevor Gaskell

This Natural Form Sculpture is the root system of a Huon Pine
tree dated to be 1500 years old that was salvaged under license
from Lake Pieman in Tasmania. The natural wave effect is
nature’s contribution caused by drifting in water for many years

\ b in the harsh conditions of Tasmania.

Guardian Are  $3,900.00 John Helle-Nielsen

A crescent arc shelters a hollowed core, while exposed growth
rings quietly record time and resilience. "Guardian Arc" considers
sustainability as transformation - where removal becomes
renewal. Formed from Camphor Laurel, a weed species
commonly cleared from Australian landscapes, this sculpture
repositions an invasive timber as enduring presence.

" Bown sf the Bunl $700.00 Ashley Hoare

An Echidna emerges from the inside of a Brown Mallee burl. Its
gnarled claws curl inwards toward the heart of the burl. The
Echidna's quills feather out and merge with the dormant
epicormic buds of the outer burl, blurring the line between where
the burl ends and the Echidna begins.




e Emengence  $4,800.00 Grant Vaughan

My forms are inspired by nature yet refined to be unadorned and
_ t  delicate in design. | express this quiet poetry of nature through
41 ' carefully resolved sculptural objects. This piece is shaped and
finished by hand. It invites quiet contemplation, revealing the
beauty, warmth and sculptural potential inherent in the wood.

Light as a Feather $3,500.00 Peter Steller

The title 'Light as a Feather' is a play on words and ideas;
marrying the concepts of the lightness of a feather and light we
require in our homes. This steam bent, sculptural light with the

natural shape of a feather will make a dramatic statement in any
home.

Ant Newveaw $2,500.00 Jack Wilms

A striking center piece bowl showcasing the unique grain and
natural faults of Australian Red Cedar. This one-off collector’s
piece is carved from a single timber block, featuring native
wildlife Feather-tail Glider, Fat-tailed Dunnart, and Velvet Gecko
alongside detailed gum leaves, celebrating a deep connection to
nature and craftsmanship.

I Love You (&‘%yday) $2,250.00 Hannah Cheetham

Toona ciliata (red cedar), wax finish. To create something fluid
from something solid. To test the limits of timber.To have a
finished piece that can be moved and re-formed into perpetuity.
A piece that is a meditation on love, brought together thanks to
30 loving hands, sitting in community to complete over 100
hours of sanding, waxing and buffing!

Csbrerence $11,500.00 Robert Howard

This is my most recent attempt to create this free flowing,
curved form which | have developed from what was basically a
scribbled line on paper. It is made from a lightweight piece of
Huon Pine and | have left it unpolished to preserve its fragile
and delicate appearance.




Parrat ?"am/v@ $6,800.00 Kevin James Dick

Laminated timber bird with Huon Pine body. Laminated timber
wings made with celery top and birch craft exterior plywood.
Nautilus shell fitted as head. Clearing forests for agriculture and
logging removes crucial nesting sites and feeding grounds for
parrots which increases their rate of extinction.

Dry Vase $500.00 Lindsay Grundy

The dry vase is a sculptural piece exploring concepts of
proportion, symmetry, and asymmetry. The vase is shaped using
hand tools only, with metals rasps and files predominately used.

It is hand-sanded and finished in Tung Oil. The timber is

Camphor Laurel, with the natural feature in the timber adding
visual interest of the piece.

Tlying off the Handle $475.00  Jeff Sutton

With no conceived plans when starting, | soon found the beauty
in such a simple form. The colour of the grain hidden below
years of dirt, the smooth lines of a handle against the rough and
angry emotions this piece of wood seems to hold, soon found
its form.

Tomashibi (Kumits Lamp) $1,800.00 Daniel Horne

Tomoshibi is a Kumiko lamp designed to gently alter your mood
by creating a soothing atmosphere in your home. Tomoshibi
means guiding light, and my hope with this piece is to guide

people toward a tranquil and zen-like state of being. The lamp
has been constructed with 150 individual pieces.

Insecta: A Wasden Study $13,000.00 Tara Windley

| admire Australia’s small insects. They depend on trees and
quietly sustain them through pollination, recycling, and shaping
timber. Though their marks can challenge woodworkers, they
hold natural beauty. At times frustrating, | remain grateful for
their essential role in our forests.




Sentinel of Regrowth $2,100.00  Ollie Hardt

The Sentinel of Regrowth stands between what nature gives and
what we choose to create. Its form is both ancient and
emerging, rooted and reaching. Through reclaimed timber and
intentional design, it reminds us that sustainability is not a
limitation, it is a path to deeper beauty.

((}mpéian Vessel ne.4 $1,600.00 Simon Begg

To me, in wood turning, the best examples of great form are
expressed in vessels. Burls are some of the best wood and the
natural edge is a key feature worth showing off. Blending all of
that together | have been exploring this series. It reminds me of

the strength and power of a volcano and its flowing lava.

Resslute. Natural. Beauty. $6,500.00 Robert Ross

A proud beautiful figure, a resolute ideal of strength and spirit
lies within, belying its outward appearance, challenging external
perceptions of worth. The weathered exterior shows the true
provenance of the material, relating it directly to the living tree it
was. Within the seasoned exterior, pure material remains.

S02E03 Seund Bight $5800.00 Tom O'Hara

Salvaged from recycled timber SO2E04 Sound bight is more
than 690 individual segments of wood glued into a complex
matrix. Using fire and carving, the work is transformed,
removing the corners and straight lines, uniting the segments
into a black organic surface and creating a mysterious yet
curious hybrid object.

fenced In $2,060.00 Greg Wilkins

Fenced In' is another one-off piece made with materials usually
burnt or thrown out. From an old fence post from my property
that is encased with barbed wire, chainsaw chain and resin.
Sculpted one side and a useable charcuterie board that brings
out beautiful contrasting sides. One-off, Unrepeatable.




2
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Singing Fish $4,000.00 Lesley McLennan

This little fish has been singing in the dark for several years,
waiting for my skills to catch up with my ideas! Finally this
little piece of Western Australian sandalwood has found
its finished form.

A Gentle Tsuch a,ﬁ Spu'ng §700.00 Donald Harvison

A Butterfly gently alights upon the open flower of a
Spathiphyllum Peace lily in the early morning Spring sunshine.
The Lily is mounted on a piece of Brisbane Wattle representing

the colour of the earth from which it grows. Finely carved leaves
grow below the open flower completing this delicate sculpture.

New Life  $1,800.00 Gary Field

My work ethic is simple and | hope my piece entitled "New Life"
symbolises my respect and love of the environment and my
belief that every piece of a once living tree should be used. The
pod of Red Cedar, Toona cilata, is my symbolic design, also
symbolic of new life.

Teasured Little Mouse $1500.00  Jack Wilms

In challenging economic times, those with more can help those
with less. This whimsical sculpture reflects generosity: a field
mouse in a mushroom home serves porridge to those in need. A
small frog rests on top, with a fallen autumn leaf, and a hinged
door that opens.




Beautiful Werkd of Wssd $950.00 Andrew Allen

From a rough irregular shaped base, a geometric multi-faceted
World of Wood emerges. The many faces of the world are
representative of both the variety of Australian timber and the
many techniques used by the artist to bring an idea to life
as a beautiful, unique piece.

Memery  $4,500.00 Robert Howard
For 20 years | walked past a large Jacaranda tree, collecting
interesting seed pods. As a woodcarver, | admired their variety
and sculptural beauty, adding them to small carving projects. |
enjoy sitting quietly, becoming absorbed in shaping beautiful
forms, cut by cut, from small pieces of wood, for
relaxation and satisfaction.

Faper. Crane  $320.00 Heidi Frisch

The paper crane traditionally symbolises hope and peace;
values that feel increasingly important in today's world. The
Cherry blossom represents impermanence through its short
lived delicate blooms, reminding us life is fleeting, yet often

deeply beautiful.

(he H&uw Crunch  $980.00 Fiona Sutherland

A mouse shelters within a halfeaten apple, a fragile refuge that
won't last. The work reflects the tension between temporary
security and the hope for permanence. It highlights
resourcefulness, repurposing, and reuse, speaking to scarcity,
environmental responsibility, and the universal need to find
stability when options are limited.

Burrewed Beauty: $2,999.00  Kellie May Mannix
' Purdalate Hallsu

Within Burrowed Beauty, a nesting pair of Spotted Pardalote rest
in stillness. Hand-carved and gently burned into invasive
Jacaranda, the work transforms weeds to awareness - inviting
viewers to slow down and notice the beauty, resilience, and
vulnerability held within Australia’s native ecosystems.



Y ftfewa/&mmeg $480.00 Catherine Trail

A tiny treasure that reflects my love for hand carving and the
equine essence. Inspired by fairground carousels loved by
children and adults alike, then converted to a single carousel
horse. Life is a carousel; it goes up and down and sometimes
round and round.

Gumleaf Quadrant $500.00  Xavier Fitzgerald

This piece was driven by the curved side panel and the complex
joinery surrounding it. | also wanted to try to incorporate a
marquetry piece into the top panel and showcase some
veneering and inlaying techniques. Making the joinery work
with the curved components was a real challenge and was
quite enjoyable, as was the marquetry, made entirely
with shop sawn veneers.

Oniging Ring Bex  $500.00 Daniel Home

A ring box that subtly hints at what resides inside. Intended for a
marriage proposal, this work combines woods that symbolise
each partner’s origins. Subtly, an abstract image of a ring is
created with straight lines wrapping around the box, whilst a
diamond Yosegi-zaiku pattern creates the gemstone on top.

Shell Bex $6,080.00 Zach Daniel
Hartmann Danoy

This piece draws inspiration from the ocean, incorporating
layered details evoking its depth and mystery. Surprise elements
emerge throughout, inviting a sense of discovery with every
glance. Reflecting this idea, the box is designed to hold shells
once hidden beneath the sea. My only qualm is... it's not big
enough!
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If you'd like to help us continue to fund
the major Wootha Prize in William’s
memory for years to come, please scan
the QR code to make a donation. We
can't do it without you and our valued
Sponsors.

A very special thank you to all our volunteers.
This event truly wouldn't be possible without you.



WORKING FOR OUR FUTURE

Our education and events programis proudly ;
supported by the Sunshine Coast Council /SunShlne Coast
grant’s program COUNCIL

Barung Landcare acknowledges the Jinibara and Kabi Kabi/Gubbi Gubbi people, Traditional
Custodians of the lands on which we gather and work. We acknowledge their continuing
connection to land, water and community.
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